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The Merry Wives of Windsor, Shakespeare's only thoroughly English comedy, created an archetypal literary
figure in the shape of the devious, irrepressible John Falstaff. This edition celebrates the play as ajoyous
exploration of language, but also places elements of its plot firmly in a continental, specifically Italian,
tradition of romantic comedy.

In the introduction, Melchiori draws out the complexities of Merry Wives as a multi-plot play, taking afresh
and challenging look at both textual and dating issues and examining the play's comic elements and
influences. The book includes tables that illustrate, scene by scene, the passage of time and the sequence of
events. The narrative structure and the logistics of performing the play are outlined and analyzed, and a
casting and doubling chart isincluded. The introduction fully explores play's extensive performance history,
both dramatic and operatic. A facsimile of the first Quarto is included as an appendix, along with alist of
abbreviations and references, a catalog of Shakespeare's works and works partly by Shakespeare, and
citations for the modern productions mentioned in the text, other collated editions of The Merry Wives of
Windsor, and other related reading.

The Arden Shakespear e has devel oped a reputation as the pre-eminent critical edition of Shakespeare for
its exceptional scholarship, reflected in the thoroughness of each volume. An introduction comprehensively
contextualizes the play, chronicling the history and culture that surrounded and influenced Shakespeare at the
time of itswriting and performance, and closely surveying critical approaches to the work. Detailed
appendices address problems like dating and casting, and analyze the differing Quarto and Folio sources. A
full commentary by one or more of the play's foremost contemporary scholarsilluminates the text, glossing
unfamiliar terms and drawing from an abundance of research and expertise to explain allusions and
significant background information. Highly informative and accessible, Arden offers the fullest experience

of Shakespeare available to areader.
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From reader reviews:
Wanda Legros:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third
Series). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series). Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Robert Franco:

The event that you get from The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) is amore deep
you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series)
giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book iswell-known enough. That book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this The Merry Wives of Windsor
(Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) instantly.

L eonel Burton:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.

Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Merry Wives of
Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.

Norbert Walling:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book The
Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series). Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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