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One of the largest southern cities and a hub for the cotton industry, Memphis, Tennessee, was at the forefront
of black political empowerment during the Jim Crow era. Compared to other cities in the South, Memphis
had an unusually large number of African American voters. Black Memphians sought reform at the ballot
box, formed clubs, ran for office, and engaged in voter registration and education activities from the end of
the Civil War through the Brown v. Board of Education decision of 1954.

In this groundbreaking book, Elizabeth Gritter examines how and why black Memphians mobilized
politically in the period between Reconstruction and the beginning of the civil rights movement. Gritter
illuminates, in particular, the efforts and influence of Robert R. Church Jr., an affluent Republican and
founder of the Lincoln League, and the notorious Memphis political boss Edward H. Crump. Using these two
men as lenses through which to view African American political engagement, this volume explores how
black voters and their leaders both worked with and opposed the white political machine at the ballot box.

River of Hope challenges persisting notions of a "Solid South" of white Democratic control by arguing that
the small but significant number of black southerners who retained the right to vote had more influence than
scholars have heretofore assumed. Gritter's nuanced study presents a fascinating view of the complex nature
of political power during the Jim Crow era and provides fresh insight into the efforts of the individuals who
laid the foundation for civil rights victories in the 1950s and '60s.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

This River of Hope: Black Politics and the Memphis Freedom Movement, 1865-1954 (Civil Rights and
Struggle) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this River of
Hope: Black Politics and the Memphis Freedom Movement, 1865-1954 (Civil Rights and Struggle) can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this River of Hope: Black Politics and the Memphis Freedom Movement, 1865-1954 (Civil Rights and
Struggle) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lea Wheeler:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to you personally is River of Hope: Black Politics and the Memphis Freedom
Movement, 1865-1954 (Civil Rights and Struggle) this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when
he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Myrta Bundy:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book River of Hope: Black Politics and the Memphis Freedom
Movement, 1865-1954 (Civil Rights and Struggle) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book River of Hope: Black Politics and the Memphis Freedom Movement, 1865-1954 (Civil
Rights and Struggle) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading this.

Marline Deluca:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful



pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this River of Hope: Black Politics and the Memphis Freedom Movement, 1865-1954 (Civil
Rights and Struggle) can make you sense more interested to read.
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