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Accounts of lynching in the United States have primarily focused on violence against African Americans in
the South. Ken Gonzales-Day reveals racially motivated lynching as a more widespread practice. His
research uncovered 350 instances of lynching that occurred in the state of California between 1850 and 1935.
The majority were perpetrated against Latinos, Native Americans, and Asian Americans; more Latinos were
lynched in California than were persons of any other race or ethnicity.

An artist and writer, Gonzales-Day began this study by photographing lynching sites in order to document
the absences and empty spaces that are emblematic of the forgotten history of lynching in the West. Drawing
on newspaper articles, periodicals, court records, historical photographs, and souvenir postcards, he
attempted to reconstruct the circumstances surrounding the lynchings that had occurred in the spaces he was
photographing. The result is an unprecedented textual and visual record of a largely unacknowledged
manifestation of racial violence in the United States. Including sixteen color illustrations, Lynching in the
West juxtaposes Gonzales-Day’s evocative contemporary photographs of lynching sites with dozens of
historical images.

Gonzales-Day examines California’s history of lynching in relation to the spectrum of extra-legal vigilantism
common during the nineteenth century—from vigilante committees to lynch mobs—and in relation to race-
based theories of criminality. He explores the role of visual culture as well, reflecting on lynching as
spectacle and the development of lynching photography. Seeking to explain why the history of lynching in
the West has been obscured until now, Gonzales-Day points to popular misconceptions of frontier justice as
race-neutral and to the role of the anti-lynching movement in shaping the historical record of lynching in the
United States.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Lynching in the West: 1850–1935 (a John Hope Franklin Center Book).

Wilma Baca:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled Lynching in the West: 1850–1935 (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can
be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Virginia Combs:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Lynching in the West:
1850–1935 (a John Hope Franklin Center Book), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Faye Springer:

This Lynching in the West: 1850–1935 (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is great book for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Lynching in the West: 1850–1935 (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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