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The Din have been a pastoral people for as long as they can remember; but when livestock reductions in the
New Deal era forced many into the labor market, some scholars felt that Navajo culture would inevitably
decline. Although they lost a great deal with the waning of their sheep-centered economy, Colleen O'Neill
argues that Navajo culture persisted. O'Neill's book challenges the conventional notion that the introduction
of market capitalism necessarily leads to the destruction of native cultural values. She shows instead that
contact with new markets provided the Navajos with ways to diversify their household-based survival
strategies. Through adapting to new kinds of work, Navajos actually participated in the "reworking of
modernity" in their region, weaving an alternate, culturally specific history of capitalist development. O'Neill
chronicles a history of Navajo labor that illuminates how cultural practices and values influenced what it
meant to work for wages or to produce commodities for the marketplace. Through accounts of Navajo coal
miners, weavers, and those who left the reservation in search of wage work, she explores the tension between
making a living the Navajo way and "working elsewhere." Focusing on the period between the 1930s and the
early 1970s-a time when Navajos saw a dramatic transformation of their economy-O'Neill shows that Navajo
cultural values were flexible enough to accommodate economic change. She also examines the development
of a Navajo working class after 1950, when corporate development of Navajo mineral resources created new
sources of wage work and allowed former migrant workers to remain on the reservation. Focusing on the
household rather than the workplace, O'Neill shows how the Navajo home serves as a site of cultural
negotiation and a source for affirming identity. Her depiction of weaving particularly demonstrates the role
of women as cultural arbitrators, providing mothers with cultural power that kept them at the center of what
constituted "Navajo-ness." Ultimately, Working the Navajo Way offers a new way to think about Navajo
history, shows the essential resilience of Navajo lifeways, and argues for a more dynamic understanding of
Native American culture overall.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

This Working the Navajo Way: Labor and Culture in the Twentieth Century book is just not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Working the Navajo Way: Labor and Culture in the Twentieth
Century without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry Working the Navajo Way: Labor and Culture in the Twentieth Century can
bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even telephone. This Working the Navajo Way: Labor and Culture in the Twentieth
Century having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Curtis Dugan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Working the Navajo Way: Labor and Culture in
the Twentieth Century is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Stella Keith:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
the book you have read is definitely Working the Navajo Way: Labor and Culture in the Twentieth Century.

Lucille Yang:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Working the Navajo Way: Labor and Culture in the Twentieth Century was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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