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The second volume of Julie Coleman's entertaining and revealing history of the recording and uses of slang
and criminal cant takes the story from 1785 to 1858, and explores their manifestations in the United States of
America and Australia. During this period glossaries of cant were thrown into the shade by dictionaries of
slang, which now covered a broad spectrum of non-standard English, including the language of thieves. Julie
Coleman shows how Francis Grose's Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue revolutionized the lexicography of the
underworld. She explores the compilation and content of the earliest Australian and American slang
glossaries, whose authors included the thrice-transported James Hardy Vaux and the legendary George
Matsell, New York City's first chief of police, whose The Secret Language of Crime: The Rogue's Lexicon
informed the script of Martin Scorcese's film Gangs of New York. Cant represented a tangible danger to life
and property, but slang threatened to undermine good behaviour and social morality. Julie Coleman shows
how and why they were at once repellent and seductive. Her fascinating account casts fresh light on language
and life in some of the darker regions of Great Britain and the English-speaking world.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Furman:

With other case, little people like to read book A History of Cant and Slang Dictionaries, Vol. 2: 1785-1858.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
new book A History of Cant and Slang Dictionaries, Vol. 2: 1785-1858. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Nick McAllister:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This A History of Cant and Slang Dictionaries, Vol. 2: 1785-1858 book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of A History of Cant and Slang Dictionaries, Vol. 2: 1785-1858 content conveys thinking easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A History of Cant and Slang Dictionaries, Vol. 2: 1785-1858
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Thomas Palmer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the A History of Cant and Slang
Dictionaries, Vol. 2: 1785-1858 is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Clara Radtke:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
A History of Cant and Slang Dictionaries, Vol. 2: 1785-1858 provide you with a new experience in reading a
book.
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