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African Americans' long campaign for "the right to fight" forced Harry Truman to issue his 1948 executive
order calling for equality of treatment and opportunity in the armed forces. In War! What Is It Good For?,
Kimberley Phillips examines how blacks' participation in the nation's wars after Truman's order and their
protracted struggles for equal citizenship galvanized a vibrant antiwar activism that reshaped their struggles
for freedom.

Using an array of sources--from newspapers and government documents to literature, music, and film--and
tracing the period from World War II to the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, Phillips considers how federal
policies that desegregated the military also maintained racial, gender, and economic inequalities. Since 1945,
the nation's need for military labor, blacks' unequal access to employment, and discriminatory draft policies
have forced black men into the military at disproportionate rates. While mainstream civil rights leaders
considered the integration of the military to be a civil rights success, many black soldiers, veterans, and
antiwar activists perceived war as inimical to their struggles for economic and racial justice and sought to
reshape the civil rights movement into an antiwar black freedom movement. Since the Vietnam War, Phillips
argues, many African Americans have questioned linking militarism and war to their concepts of citizenship,
equality, and freedom.
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From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book War! What Is It Good For?: Black
Freedom Struggles and the U.S. Military from World War II to Iraq (The John Hope Franklin Series in
African American History and Culture). All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Frances Hayes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of War! What Is It Good For?:
Black Freedom Struggles and the U.S. Military from World War II to Iraq (The John Hope Franklin Series in
African American History and Culture) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Kirsten Ferguson:

The actual book War! What Is It Good For?: Black Freedom Struggles and the U.S. Military from World
War II to Iraq (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) will bring you to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book War! What Is It Good For?: Black
Freedom Struggles and the U.S. Military from World War II to Iraq (The John Hope Franklin Series in
African American History and Culture) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Joe Timmons:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book War! What Is It Good For?: Black Freedom
Struggles and the U.S. Military from World War II to Iraq (The John Hope Franklin Series in African
American History and Culture) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book War! What Is It Good For?: Black Freedom Struggles and the U.S. Military from World War II to
Iraq (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you



are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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