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This portrait of one of John Steinbeck's closest friends illuminates the life and work of a figure central
to the development of scientific and literary thought in the 20th century.

Marine biologist Edward F. Ricketts is perhaps best known as the inspiration for John Steinbeck's most
empathic literary characters Doc in Cannery Row, Slim in Of Mice and Men, Jim Casy in The Grapes of
Wrath, and Lee in East of Eden. The correspondence of this accomplished scientist, writer, and philosopher
reveals the influential exchange of ideas he shared with such prominent thinkers and artists as Henry Miller,
Joseph Campbell, Ellwood Graham, and James Fitzgerald, in addition to Steinbeck, all of whom were drawn
to Ricketts's Monterey Bay laboratory, a haven of intellectual discourse and Bohemian culture in the 1930s
and 1940s.

The 125 previously unpublished letters of this collection, housed at the Stanford University Library,
document the broad range of Ricketts's interests and accomplishments during the last 12 and most productive
years of his life. His handbook on Pacific marine life, Between Pacific Tides, is still in print, now in its fifth
edition. The biologist's devotion to ecological conservation and his evolving philosophy of science as a
cross-disciplinary, holistic pursuit led to the publication of The Sea of Cortez. Many of Ricketts's letters
discuss his studies of the Pacific littoral and his theories of “phalanx” and transcendence. Epistles to family
members, often tender and humorous, add dimension and depth to Steinbeck's mythologized depictions of
Ricketts. Katharine A. Rodger has enriched the correspondence with an introductory biographical essay and
a list of works cited.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Letchworth:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life
and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant)
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book
Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant). You
never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Linda Sandoval:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The
Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) is simple to create you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tara Winston:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F.
Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) can make you experience more interested to read.

Jo Jordan:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life
and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Renaissance Man of Cannery
Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) can to be your new friend when you're



really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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