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Inept leadership, inefficient campaigning, and enormous losses would seem to spell military disaster. Yet
despite these factors, the Soviet Union won its war against Nazi Germany thanks to what Roger Reese calls
its "military effectiveness": its ability to put troops in the field even after previous forces had been
decimated.

Reese probes the human dimension of the Red Army in World War II through a close analysis of soldiers'
experiences and attitudes concerning mobilization, motivation, and morale. In doing so, he illuminates the
Soviets' remarkable ability to recruit and retain soldiers, revealing why so many were willing to fight in the
service of a repressive regime—and how that service was crucial to the army's military effectiveness. He
examines the various forms of voluntarism and motivations to serve-including the influences of patriotism
and Soviet ideology-and shows that many fought simply out of loyalty to the idea of historic Russia and
hatred for the invading Germans. He also considers the role of political officers within the ranks, the
importance of commanders who could inspire their troops, the bonds of allegiance forged within small units,
and persistent fears of Stalin's secret police.

Brimming with fresh insights, Reese's study shows how the Red Army's effectiveness in the Great Patriotic
War was foreshadowed by its performance in the Winter War against Finland and offers the first direct
comparison between the two, delving into specific issues such as casualties, tactics, leadership, morale, and
surrender. Reese also presents a new analysis of Soviet troops captured during the early war years and how
those captures tapped into Stalin's paranoia over his troops' loyalties. He provides a distinctive look at the
motivations and experiences of Soviet women soldiers and their impact on the Red Army's ability to wage
war.

Ultimately, Reese puts a human face on the often anonymous Soviet soldiers to show that their patriotism
was real, even if not a direct endorsement of the Stalinist system, and had much to do with the Red Army's
ability to defeat the most powerful army the world had ever seen.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Watson:

Here thing why this Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book
is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no book that similar with Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World
War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's
Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) in e-book can be your alternate.

Harold Baughman:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Why
Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Elisabeth Martinez:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it anything.
Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Why Stalin's Soldiers
Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)), you are
able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a book.

Joseph Lee:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a



book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Why Stalin's Soldiers
Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) which
is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Download and Read Online Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red
Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) Roger R. Reese #WDHVKRTAIBZ



Read Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military
Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
by Roger R. Reese for online ebook

Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) by Roger R. Reese Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought:
The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) by Roger R.
Reese books to read online.

Online Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World
War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) by Roger R. Reese ebook PDF download

Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) by Roger R. Reese Doc

Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
by Roger R. Reese Mobipocket

Why Stalin's Soldiers Fought: The Red Army's Military Effectiveness in World War II (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
by Roger R. Reese EPub


