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Historians have long believed that the "frontier" shaped Texas plantation society, but in this detailed
examination of Texas's most important plantation region, Sean M. Kelley asserts that the dominant influence
was not the frontier but the Mexican Republic. The Lower Brazos River Valley -- the only slave society to
take root under Mexican sovereignty -- made replication of eastern plantation culture extremely difficult and
complicated. By tracing the synthesis of cultures, races, and politics in the region, Kelley reveals a distinct
variant of southern slavery -- a borderland plantation society.

Kelley opens by examining the four migration streams that defined the antebellum Brazos community:
Anglo-Americans and their African American slaves who constituted the first two groups to immigrate;
Germans who came after the Mexican government barred immigrants from the U.S. while encouraging those
from Europe; and African-born slaves brought in through Cuba who ultimately made up the largest
concentration of enslaved Africans in the antebellum South. Within this multicultural milieu, Kelley shows,
the disparity between Mexican law and German practices complicated southern familial relationships and
master-slave interaction. Though the Mexican policy on slavery was ambiguous, alternating between
toleration and condemnation, Brazos slaves perceived the Rio Grande River as the boundary between white
supremacy and racial egalitarianism. As a result, thousands fled across the border, further destabilizing the
Brazos plantation society.

In the1850s, nonslaveholding Germans also contributed to the upheaval by expressing a sense of ethnic
solidarity in politics. In an attempt to undermine Anglo efforts to draw a sharp boundary between black and
white, some Germans hid runaway slaves. Ultimately, Kelley demonstrates how the Civil War brought these
issues to the fore, eroding the very foundations of Brazos plantation society.

With Los Brazos de Dios, Kelley offers the first examination of Texas slavery as a borderland institution and
reveals the difficulty with which southern plantation society was transplanted in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

This Los Brazos de Dios: A Plantation Society in the Texas Borderlands, 1821--1865 (Conflicting Worlds:
New Dimensions of the American Civil War) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Los
Brazos de Dios: A Plantation Society in the Texas Borderlands, 1821--1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New
Dimensions of the American Civil War) without we know teach the one who reading through it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Los Brazos de Dios: A Plantation Society in
the Texas Borderlands, 1821--1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) can
bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Los Brazos de Dios: A Plantation Society in the Texas
Borderlands, 1821--1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Patricia Smith:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn. Los
Brazos de Dios: A Plantation Society in the Texas Borderlands, 1821--1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New
Dimensions of the American Civil War) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who
have those short spare time problems.

Michael Ramsey:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Los Brazos de Dios: A Plantation
Society in the Texas Borderlands, 1821--1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil
War) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Alma Lewis:

You can obtain this Los Brazos de Dios: A Plantation Society in the Texas Borderlands, 1821--1865
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds
of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what



your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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