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Throughout his presidency, Franklin Roosevelt was determined to pursue a peaceful accommodation with an
increasingly powerful Soviet Union, an inclination reinforced by the onset of world war. Roosevelt knew that
defeating the Axis powers would require major contributions by the Soviets and their Red Army, and so,
despite his misgivings about Stalin's expansionist motives, he pushed for friendlier relations. Yet almost
from the moment he was inaugurated, lower-level officials challenged FDR's ability to carry out this policy.

Mary Glantz analyzes tensions shaping the policy stance of the United States toward the Soviet Union
before, during, and immediately after World War II. Focusing on the conflicts between a president who
sought close relations between the two nations and the diplomatic and military officers who opposed them,
she shows how these career officers were able to resist and shape presidential policy-and how their critical
views helped shape the parameters of the subsequent Cold War.

Venturing into the largely uncharted waters of bureaucratic politics, Glantz examines overlooked aspects of
wartime relations between Washington and Moscow to highlight the roles played by U.S. personnel in the
U.S.S.R. in formulating and implementing policies governing the American-Soviet relationship. She takes
readers into the American embassy in Moscow to show how individuals like Ambassadors Joseph Davies,
Lawrence Steinhadt, and Averell Harriman and U.S. military attachs like Joseph Michela influenced policy,
and reveals how private resistance sometimes turned into public dispute. She also presents new material on
the controversial military attach/lend-lease director Phillip Faymonville, a largely neglected officer who
understood the Soviet system and supported Roosevelt's policy.

Deftly combining military with diplomatic history, Glantz traces these philosophical and policy battles to
show how difficult it was for even a highly popular president like Roosevelt to overcome such entrenched
and determined opposition. Although he reorganized federal offices and appointed ambassadors who shared
his views, in the end he was unable to outlast his bureaucratic opponents or change their minds. With his
death, anti-Soviet factions rushed into the policymaking vacuum to become the primary architects of
Truman's Cold War "containment" policy.

A case study in foreign relations, high-level policymaking, and civil-military relations, FDR and the Soviet
Union enlarges our understanding of the ideologies and events that set the stage for the Cold War. It adds a
new dimension to our understanding of Soviet-American relations as it sheds new light on the surprising
power of those in low places.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Moss:

Here thing why this FDR and the Soviet Union: The President's Battles over Foreign Policy (Modern War
Studies) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. FDR and the Soviet
Union: The President's Battles over Foreign Policy (Modern War Studies) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with FDR and the Soviet
Union: The President's Battles over Foreign Policy (Modern War Studies). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of FDR and the Soviet
Union: The President's Battles over Foreign Policy (Modern War Studies) in e-book can be your alternate.

Jessica Hodgkins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this FDR and the Soviet Union: The
President's Battles over Foreign Policy (Modern War Studies) book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still doubt FDR and the Soviet Union: The President's Battles over Foreign Policy (Modern War Studies)
as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Karen Perl:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. FDR and the Soviet Union: The President's Battles over Foreign Policy (Modern War Studies) can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Alan Archuleta:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the FDR and the Soviet Union: The President's Battles over Foreign Policy (Modern War



Studies) when you necessary it?
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