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Writings of travelers have shaped ideas about an evolving China, while preconceived ideas about China also
shaped the way they saw the country. A Century of Travels in China explores the impressions of these
writers on various themes, from Chinese citiesand landscapes to the work of Europeans abroad.

From the time of the first Opium War to the declaration of the People's Republic, China's history has been
one of extraordinary change and stubborn continuities. At the same time, the country has beguiled, scared
and puzzled people in the West. The Victorian public admired and imitated Chinese fashions, in furniture
and design, gardens and clothing, while maintaining a generally negative idea of the Chinese empire as
pagan, backward and cruel.

In the first half of the twentieth century, the fascination continued. Most foreigners were aware that
revolutionary changes were taking place in Chinese politics and society, yet most still knew very little about
the country. But what about those few people from the English-speaking world who had first-hand
experience of the place? What did they have to say about the "real" China? To answer this question, we have
to turn to the travel accounts and memoirs of people who went to see for themselves, during China's most
traumatic century.

While this book represents the work of expert scholars, it is also accessible to non-specialists with an interest
in travel writing and China, and care has been taken to explain the critical terms and ideas deployed in the
essays from recent scholarship of the travel genre.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Martin:

This A Century of Travels in China usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this A Century of Travels in China can be one of many great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Century of Travels in
China giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Megan Kelly:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Century of Travels in
China which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Donna Canales:

This A Century of Travels in China is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A Century of Travels in China can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

John Bonilla:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of the books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely A Century of Travels in China.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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