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By any measure, the Pythagorean theorem is the most famous statement in all of mathematics, one
remembered from high school geometry class by even the most math-phobic students. Well over four
hundred proofs are known to exist, including ones by a twelve-year-old Einstein, a young blind girl,
Leonardo da Vinci, and a future president of the United States. Here--perhaps for the first time in English--is
the full story of this famous theorem.

Although attributed to Pythagoras, the theorem was known to the Babylonians more than a thousand years
before him. He may have been the first to prove it, but his proof--if indeed he had one--is lost to us. Euclid
immortalized it as Proposition 47 in his Elements, and it is from there that it has passed down to generations
of students. The theorem is central to almost every branch of science, pure or applied. It has even been
proposed as a means to communicate with extraterrestrial beings, if and when we discover them. And,
expanded to four-dimensional space-time, it plays a pivotal role in Einstein's theory of relativity.

In this book, Eli Maor brings to life many of the characters that played a role in the development of the
Pythagorean theorem, providing a fascinating backdrop to perhaps our oldest enduring mathematical legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Pythagorean Theorem: A
4,000-Year History will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with
you?

Heather Wade:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Pythagorean
Theorem: A 4,000-Year History book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Scott Lowe:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Pythagorean Theorem: A 4,000-Year History, you are able to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Pamela Eckert:

This The Pythagorean Theorem: A 4,000-Year History is great book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Pythagorean Theorem: A 4,000-Year History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in
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