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Part of the Legal Legends Series from Quid Pro Books, this ebook features quality digital formatting and
presentation, close proofreading from the original text by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., and photographs of
the author at various stages of his prodigious career. It also features extensive new introductory and
biographical material from Steven Alan Childress, J.D., Ph.D., a law professor at Tulane University. No
other digital edition of this book (sold or free) features active contents, true ebook formatting, and an
explanatory introduction.

Building on the pragmatic conception of law he introduced in his book 'The Common Law,' Holmes — by
1897 a jurist on Massachusetts' highest court and soon to be an Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court
— explored the limits and sources of law, as well as "the forces which determine its content and growth."
This presentation is seen as laying down the gauntlet to legal scholars and judges in what would be known as
the emerging "legal realism" movement. Later legal thinkers like Pound, Llewellyn and Douglas followed
his lead, and that lead is seen most clearly in this essay.

By the time of this pithy and accessible writing, Holmes had crystallized and clarified that conception of law
which he had, in introducing his earlier book, described in the famous statement "the life of the law is not
logic: it is experience." Taking that observation to the next level, this work made it clear that judges make
law, not simply finding it in books — and they must draw on practical effects and ends in declaring legal
rules, not simply reasoning from precedent. He does not hedge: it is a "fallacy" to think that "the only force
at work in the development of the law is logic."

More controversially, this essay makes a powerful distinction between law and morality. Law is more about
what judges do, and how people react to that, than some lofty sense of ethics, he suggests. The new
Foreword considers the implications of this putative amoral conception of law.

Also available in the Legal Legends Series are explained, accurate, and introduced editions of Holmes, 'The
Common Law'; Benjamin Cardozo, 'The Nature of the Judicial Process'; Woodrow Wilson, 'Constitutional
Government in the United States'; and Wilson, 'The State and Federal Governments of the United States.' An
extensively-annotated edition of 'The Common Law' is available as well, to decode it for lawyer and
nonlawyer alike and make it a very accessible read or an easy adoption in college and law courses. The latter
is called 'The Annotated Common Law' and is found at leading retailers and as a quality ebook.

All of these books (including 'The Path of the Law') feature new and very affordable paperback editions, too.
Their diverse and careful formats allow the Quid Pro Books editions to be the standard version of these
classics used in classes, libraries, and research. And Cardozo's 'The Nature of the Judicial Process,'
introduced by his premier biographer Andrew Kaufman of Harvard Law School, is also available in a new
clothbound hardback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Reed:

The book The Path of the Law [with 2011 Foreword and Biographical Summary] (Annotated) (Legal
Legends Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave a very important thing like a book The Path of the Law [with 2011 Foreword and Biographical
Summary] (Annotated) (Legal Legends Series)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book The Path of the Law [with 2011 Foreword and Biographical Summary] (Annotated) (Legal Legends
Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Catherine Ng:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Path of the Law [with 2011 Foreword and
Biographical Summary] (Annotated) (Legal Legends Series) book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Barbara Figueroa:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Path of the Law [with 2011 Foreword and
Biographical Summary] (Annotated) (Legal Legends Series) as your daily resource information.

William Glover:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is



this The Path of the Law [with 2011 Foreword and Biographical Summary] (Annotated) (Legal Legends
Series).
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