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In this book, David Der-wei Wang uses the lyrical to rethink the dynamics of Chinese modernity. Although
the form may seem unusual for representing China's social and political crises in the mid-twentieth century,
Wang contends that national cataclysm and mass movements intensified Chinese lyricism in extraordinary
ways.

Wang calls attention to the form's vigor and variety at an unlikely juncture in Chinese history and the
precarious consequences it brought about: betrayal, self-abjuration, suicide, and silence. Despite their
divergent backgrounds and commitments, the writers, artists, and intellectuals discussed in this book all took
lyricism as a way to explore selfhood in relation to solidarity, the role of the artist in history, and the
potential for poetry to illuminate crisis. They experimented with poetry, fiction, film, intellectual treatise,
political manifesto, painting, calligraphy, and music. Western critics, Wang shows, also used lyricism to
critique their perilous, epic time. He reads Martin Heidegger, Theodor Adorno, Cleanth Brooks, and Paul de
Man, among others, to complete his portrait.

The Chinese case only further intensifies the permeable nature of lyrical discourse, forcing us to reengage
with the dominant role of revolution and enlightenment in shaping Chinese?and global?modernity. Wang's
remarkable survey reestablishes Chinese lyricism's deep roots in its own native traditions, along with
Western influences, and realizes the relevance of such a lyrical calling of the past century to our time.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

The publication with title The Lyrical in Epic Time: Modern Chinese Intellectuals and Artists Through the
1949 Crisis includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read that anywhere you want.

Katrina Frey:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Lyrical in Epic
Time: Modern Chinese Intellectuals and Artists Through the 1949 Crisis, it is possible to enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Matthew German:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Lyrical in Epic Time: Modern Chinese
Intellectuals and Artists Through the 1949 Crisis can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Howard Joyce:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication The Lyrical in Epic Time: Modern Chinese Intellectuals and Artists
Through the 1949 Crisis was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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