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In this innovative book, Stephen P. Rice offers a new understanding of class formation in America during the
several decades before the Civil War. This was the period in the nation's early industrial development when
travel by steamboat became commonplace, when the railroad altered concepts of space and time, and when
Americans experienced the beginnings of factory production. These disorienting changes raised a host of
questions about what machinery would accomplish. Would it promote equality or widen the distance
between rich and poor? Among the most contentious questions were those focusing on the social
consequences of mechanization: while machine enthusiasts touted the extent to which machines would free
workers from toil, others pointed out that people needed to tend machines, and that that work was
fundamentally degrading and exploitative.

Minding the Machine shows how members of a new middle class laid claim to their social authority and
minimized the potential for class conflict by playing out class relations on less contested social and technical
terrains. As they did so, they defined relations between shopowners—and the overseers, foremen, or
managers they employed—and wage workers as analogous to relations between head and hand, between
mind and body, and between human and machine.

Rice presents fascinating discussions of the mechanics' institute movement, the manual labor school
movement, popular physiology reformers, and efforts to solve the seemingly intractable problem of steam
boiler explosions. His eloquent narrative demonstrates that class is as much about the comprehension of
social relations as it is about the making of social relations, and that class formation needs to be understood
not only as a social struggle but as a conceptual struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Terry White:

This Minding the Machine: Languages of Class in Early Industrial America tend to be reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Minding the Machine: Languages of Class in
Early Industrial America can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Minding the Machine: Languages of Class in Early Industrial America forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Hilary Williams:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Minding the
Machine: Languages of Class in Early Industrial America suitable to you? The particular book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Minding the Machine: Languages of Class in
Early Industrial Americais the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented
of the world in this particular book.

Clarice Stephens:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Minding the Machine: Languages of Class in Early Industrial
America why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Nick Gulbranson:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Minding the Machine:
Languages of Class in Early Industrial America is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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