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In the poorest countries, such as Afghanistan, Haiti, and Mali, the United States has struggled to work with
governments whose corruption and lack of capacity are increasingly seen to be the cause of instability and
poverty. The development and security communities call for "good governance" to improve the rule of law,
democratic accountability, and the delivery of public goods and services. The United States and other rich
liberal democracies insist that this is the only legitimate model of governance. Yet poor governments cannot
afford to govern according to these ideals and instead are compelled to rely more heavily on older, cheaper
strategies of holding power, such as patronage and repression.

The unwillingness to admit that poor governments do and must govern differently has cost the United States
and others inestimable blood and coin. Informed by years of fieldwork and drawing on practitioner work and
academic scholarship in politics, economics, law, and history, this book explains the origins of poor
governments in the formation of the modern state system and describes the way they govern. It argues that,
surprisingly, the effort to stigmatize and criminalize the governance of the poor is both fruitless and
destabilizing. The United States must pursue a more effective foreign policy to engage poor governments
and acknowledge how they govern.
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From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

The knowledge that you get from Govern Like Us: U.S. Expectations of Poor Countries could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Govern Like Us: U.S. Expectations of Poor Countries
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Govern Like Us: U.S.
Expectations of Poor Countries instantly.

Phyllis Greenfield:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Govern Like Us: U.S. Expectations of
Poor Countries is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Candace Arroyo:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Govern Like Us: U.S. Expectations of Poor
Countries was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Govern Like Us:
U.S. Expectations of Poor Countries has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and
try to like reading that.

Joyce Martinez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
Govern Like Us: U.S. Expectations of Poor Countries when you necessary it?
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