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Black Dragon River is a personal journey down one of Asia’s great rivers that reveals the region’s essential
history and culture. The world’s ninth largest river, the Amur serves as a large part of the border between
Russia and China. As a crossroads for the great empires of Asia, this area offers journalist Dominic Ziegler a
lens with which to examine the societies at Europe's only borderland with east Asia. He follows a journey
from the river's top to bottom, and weaves the history, ecology and peoples to show a region obsessed with
the past—and to show how this region holds a key to the complex and critical relationship between Russia
and China today.
 
One of Asia’s mightiest rivers, the Amur is also the most elusive. The terrain it crosses is legendarily
difficult to traverse. Near the river’s source, Ziegler travels on horseback from the Mongolian steppe into the
taiga, and later he is forced by the river’s impassability to take the Trans-Siberian Railway through the four-
hundred-mile valley of water meadows inland. As he voyages deeper into the Amur wilderness, Ziegler also
journeys into the history of the peoples and cultures the river’s path has transformed.
 
The known history of the river begins with Genghis Khan and the rise of the Mongolian empire a millennium
ago, and the story of the region has been one of aggression and conquest ever since. The modern history of
the river is the story of Russia's push across the Eurasian landmass to China. For China, the Amur is a
symbol of national humiliation and Western imperial land seizure; to Russia it is a symbol of national
regeneration, its New World dreams and eastern prospects. The quest to take the Amur was to be Russia’s
route to greatness, replacing an oppressive European identity with a vibrant one that faced the Pacific. Russia
launched a grab in 1854 and took from China a chunk of territory equal in size nearly to France and
Germany combined. Later, the region was the site for atrocities meted out on the Russian far east in the
twentieth century during the Russian civil war and under Stalin.
 
The long shared history on the Amur has conditioned the way China and Russia behave toward each
other—and toward the outside world. To understand Putin’s imperial dreams, we must comprehend Russia’s
relationship to its far east and how it still shapes the Russian mind. Not only is the Amur a key to Putinism,
its history is also embedded in an ongoing clash of empires with the West.
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From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Black Dragon River: A Journey Down
the Amur River at the Borderlands of Empires book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Christine Hook:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Black Dragon River: A
Journey Down the Amur River at the Borderlands of Empires is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Clarence Cobb:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the
Amur River at the Borderlands of Empires can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Joel Kiser:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Black
Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River at the Borderlands of Empires.
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