
Water and Power in Highland Peru: The Cultural
Politics of Irrigation and Development

Paul Gelles

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813528070
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813528070
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0813528070


Water and Power in Highland Peru: The Cultural Politics of
Irrigation and Development

Paul Gelles

Water and Power in Highland Peru: The Cultural Politics of Irrigation and Development Paul Gelles

Cabanaconde, a town of 5,000 people, is located in the arid Andean highlands. It is dominated by the
foreboding Hualca Hualca mountain peak  that is the source of this town’s much-needed water. How the
villagers obtain this water, Paul Gelles writes, is not a simple process: the politics of irrigation in this area
reflect a struggle for control of vital resources, deeply rooted in the clash between local, ritualized models of
water distribution and the secular model put forth by the Peruvian state. Water and Power in Highland Peru
provides an insightful case study on the intense conflicts over water rights, and a  framework for studying
ethnic conflict and the effects of “development,” not only in Peru, but in other areas as well.

Most of the inhabitants of Cabanaconde do not identify themselves with the dominant Spanish-speaking
culture found in Peru. And the Peruvian state, grounded in a racist, post-Colonial ethos, challenges the
village’s long-standing, non-Western framework for organizing water management.

Gelles demonstrates that Andean culture is dynamic and adaptive, and it is a powerful source of ethnic
identity, even for those who leave the village to live elsewhere. Indigenous rituals developed in this part of
the world, he states, have become powerful tools of resistance against interference by local elites and the
present-day Peruvian state. Most importantly, the micropolitics of Cabanaconde provide a window into a
struggle that is taking place around the world.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Water and Power in Highland Peru: The Cultural Politics of Irrigation and
Development.

Michael Berry:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Water and Power in Highland Peru: The Cultural Politics of Irrigation and
Development book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Water and Power in Highland Peru: The Cultural Politics
of Irrigation and Development content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue
to thinking Water and Power in Highland Peru: The Cultural Politics of Irrigation and Development is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

David Rivera:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Water and Power
in Highland Peru: The Cultural Politics of Irrigation and Development, you could tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Mary Adamczyk:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Water and Power in Highland Peru: The Cultural Politics of Irrigation and
Development why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not



disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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