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Fairy tales and folktales have long been mainstays of children's literature, celebrated as imaginatively
liberating, psychologically therapeutic, and mirrors of foreign culture. Focusing on the fairy tale in
nineteenth-century England, where many collections found their largest readership, National Dreams
examines influential but critically neglected early experiments in the presentation of international tale
traditions to English readers. Jennifer Schacker looks at such wondrous story collections as Grimms' fairy
tales and The Arabian Nights in order to trace the larger stories of cross-cultural encounter in which these
books were originally embedded. Examining aspects of publishing history alongside her critical readings of
tale collections' introductions, annotations, story texts, and illustrations, Schacker's National Dreams reveals
the surprising ways fairy tales shaped and were shaped by their readers.

Schacker shows how the folklore of foreign lands became popular reading material for a broad English
audience, historicizing assumed connections between traditional narrative and children's reading. The tales
imported and presented by such British writers as Edgar Taylor, T. Crofton Croker, Edward Lane, and
George Webbe Dasent were intended to stimulate readers' imaginations in more ways than one. Fairy-tale
collections provided flights of fancy but also opportunities for reflection on the modern self, on the
transformation of popular culture, and on the nature of "Englishness." Schacker demonstrates that such
critical reflections were not incidental to the popularity of foreign tales but central to their magical hold on
the English imagination.

Offering a theoretically sophisticated perspective on the origins of current assumptions about the significance
of fairy tales, National Dreams provides a rare look at the nature and emergence of one of the most powerful
and enduring genres in English literature.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled National Dreams: The Remaking of Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-
Century England. Try to make the book National Dreams: The Remaking of Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-
Century England as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Lois Araiza:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book National Dreams: The Remaking of Fairy Tales in
Nineteenth-Century England. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important any book National Dreams: The Remaking of Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-Century
England. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.

Lois Maestas:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like National Dreams:
The Remaking of Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-Century England which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.

Patsy Locke:

This National Dreams: The Remaking of Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-Century England is completely new way
for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this National
Dreams: The Remaking of Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-Century England can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading



a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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