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In this remarkable collaboration, one of the nation's leading civil rights lawyers joins forces with one of the
world's foremost cultural psychologists to put American constitutional law into an American cultural context.
By close readings of key Supreme Court opinions, they show how storytelling tactics and deeply rooted
mythic structures shape the Court's decisions about race, family law, and the death penalty.

Minding the Law explores crucial psychological processes involved in the work of lawyers and judges:
deciding whether particular cases fit within a legal rule ("categorizing"), telling stories to justify one's claims
or undercut those of an adversary ("narrative"), and tailoring one's language to be persuasive without
appearing partisan ("rhetorics"). Because these processes are not unique to the law, courts' decisions cannot
rest solely upon legal logic but must also depend vitally upon the underlying culture's storehouse of familiar
tales of heroes and villains.

But a culture's stock of stories is not changeless.

Amsterdam and Bruner argue that culture itself is a dialectic constantly in progress, a conflict between the
established canon and newly imagined "possible worlds." They illustrate the swings of this dialectic by a
masterly analysis of the Supreme Court's race-discrimination decisions during the past century.

A passionate plea for heightened consciousness about the way law is practiced and made, Minding the Law
will be welcomed by a new generation concerned with renewing law's commitment to a humane justice.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

The book Minding the Law make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Minding the Law to get your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Minding the Law. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Mark Gatling:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Minding the Law to read.

Richard Riggins:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Minding the Law which is getting
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Amy Gutierrez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Minding the Law can make you sense more interested to read.
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