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The Talmud chronicles the early development of rabbinic Judaism through the writings and commentaries of
the rabbis whose teachings form its foundation. However, this key religious text is expansive, consisting of
63 books containing extensive discussions and interpretations of the Mishnah accumulated over several
centuries. Sifting through the huge number of names mentioned in the Talmud to find information about one
figure can be tedious and time-consuming, and most reference guides either provide only brief, unhelpful
entries on every rabbi, including minor figures, or are so extensive that they can be more intimidating than
the original text.

In Essential Figures in the Talmud, Dr. Ronald L. Eisenberg explains the importance of the more than 250
figures who are most vital to an understanding and appreciation of Talmudic texts. This valuable reference
guide consists of short biographies illustrating the significance of these figures while explaining their points
of view with numerous quotations from rabbinic literature. Taking material from the vast expanse of the
Talmud and Midrash, this book demonstrates the broad interests of the rabbis whose writings are the
foundation of rabbinic Judaism.

Both religious studies and rabbinical students and casual readers of the Talmud will benefit from the
comprehensive entries on the most-frequently discussed rabbis and will gain valuable insights from this
reader-friendly text. Complete in a single volume, this guide strikes a satisfying balance between the sparse,
uninformative books and comprehensive but overly complex references that are currently the only places for
inquisitive Talmud readers to turn. For any reader who wishes to gain a better understanding of Talmudic
literature, Eisenberg’s text is just as “essential” as the figures listed within.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

The book Essential Figures in the Talmud can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Essential Figures in the
Talmud? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Essential Figures in the
Talmud has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Due:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Essential Figures in the Talmud is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Stacey Sims:

Typically the book Essential Figures in the Talmud has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.

Ruth Hill:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is definitely Essential Figures in the Talmud.
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