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Who was John Calvin and why is he still read five hundred years after his birth? In this volume an
international and interdisciplinary group of leading specialists explores both the reasons for Calvin's
enduring influence and the story of his reception across five centuries. The book's initial essays lay bare
features of his ideas, his work as a church reformer, and his manner of presenting himself in his books and
letters that clarify his impact both in his lifetime and after his death. The second half of the volume examines
how he was read, perceived, and appropriated in different times and places from the seventeenth century to
the present.

If Calvin's writings were widely cited by leading Reformed theologians in the generations immediately after
his death, they receded from view in the eighteenth century. What was most often recalled was his role in the
burning of Michael Servetus, for which he was widely criticized in those quarters of the Reformed tradition
now attached to the idea of toleration or the ideal of a free church. In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
his theology was recovered again in a variety of different contexts, while scholars drew his treatises and
letters together into the monument to his life and work that was the Opera Calvini and undertook major
studies of his life and times. Church movements claimed the label "Calvinist" for themselves with insistence
and pride, whereas before the term had been derogatory. The movements that identified themselves as
Calvinist nonetheless varied considerably in the manner in which they understood or misunderstood Calvin's
thought.

Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009 should become the starting point for further reflection about Calvin's
impact in his own time and throughout the subsequent history of Calvinism, as well as, more broadly, about
the relationship between leading figures of the Reformation and the traditions subsequently associated with
their names.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009, you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Wilma Baca:

The book untitled Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009 is the reserve that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Lucia Stevenson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009 this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Dorothy Vinson:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009 to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that
the guide Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009 can to be your brand new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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