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Islamic societies of the past have often been characterized as urban, with rural and other extra-urban
landscapes cast in a lesser or supporting role in the studies of Islamic history and archaeology. Yet
throughout history, the countryside was frequently an engine of economic activity, the setting for agricultural
and technological innovation, and its inhabitants were frequently agents of social and political change. The
Islamic city is increasingly viewed in the context of long and complex processes of urban development.
Archaeological evidence calls for an equally nuanced reading of shifting cultural and religious practices in
rural areas after the middle of the seventh century.

Landscapes of the Islamic World presents new work by twelve authors on the archaeology, history, and
ethnography of the Islamic world in the Middle East, the Arabian Peninsula, and Central Asia. The focus
looks beyond the city to engage with the predominantly rural and pastoral character of premodern Islamic
society. Editors Stephen McPhillips and Paul D. Wordsworth group the essays into four thematic sections:
harnessing and living with water; agriculture, pastoralism, and rural subsistence; commerce, production, and
the rural economy; and movement and memory in the rural landscape. Each contribution addresses aspects of
extra-urban life in challenging new ways, blending archaeological material culture, textual sources, and
ethnography to construct holistic studies of landscapes.

Modern agrarian practices and population growth have accelerated the widespread destruction of vast tracts
of ancient, medieval, and early modern landscapes, highlighting the urgency of scholarship in this field. This
book makes an original and important contribution to a growing subject area, and represents a step towards a
more inclusive understanding of the historical landscapes of Islam.

Contributors: Pernille Bangsgaard, Karin Bartl, Jennie N. Bradbury, Robin M. Brown, Alison L.
Gascoigne, Ian W. N. Jones, Phillip G. Macumber, Daniel Mahoney, Stephen McPhillips, Astrid Meier,
David C. Thomas, Bethany J. Walker, Alan Walmsley, Tony J. Wilkinson, Paul D. Wordsworth, Lisa
Yeomans
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From reader reviews:

David Lussier:

The actual book Landscapes of the Islamic World: Archaeology, History, and Ethnography will bring that
you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Landscapes of the Islamic World:
Archaeology, History, and Ethnography is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ellis Dunn:

Why? Because this Landscapes of the Islamic World: Archaeology, History, and Ethnography is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

David Packard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Landscapes of the Islamic World:
Archaeology, History, and Ethnography publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Landscapes of
the Islamic World: Archaeology, History, and Ethnography as good book not only by the cover but also by
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Willie Alford:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Landscapes of the Islamic World: Archaeology, History, and Ethnography can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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