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bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents “When I am in my painting, I'm not aware of
what I'm doing. It is only after a sort of 'get acquainted' period that I see what I have been about." - Jackson
Pollock In August of 1949, Life magazine famously began a lengthy article on Jackson Pollock with the
headline “Is he the greatest living painter in the United States?” By that time, Pollock was already well-
established in the American art world, the beneficiary of laudatory critical assessments, commercial success,
and the support of the influential Peggy Guggenheim (who had helped launch his career with a major show
six years earlier). However, to the relatively uninitiated readership of a middlebrow publication like Life, the
article sent shockwaves, as many wondered how Jackson Pollock, whose paintings seemed abstract and
sloppy to the point of resonating like the work of a young child, could possibly command any major standing
within the horizon of avant-garde and modernist art. These same people no doubt wondered how his artwork
could reasonably lay claim to being masterpieces with no apparent subject matter. On a psychological level,
it’s even possible if readers wondered how a man who looked as macho and indeed, boorish, as Jackson
Pollock could really be the greatest painter America had to offer. More than 50 years later, these questions
may seem a bit quaint, but they continue to reverberate for anyone accustomed to the standard that fine art be
anchored in representation rather than abstraction. Hans Namuth, who was photographing Pollock working
on One: No. 31, 1950, wrote of his surprise when Pollock recommenced work on a painting Namuth thought
was done: “[D]ripping wet canvas covered the entire floor...There was complete silence...Pollock looked at
the painting. Then, unexpectedly, he picked up can and paint brush and started to move around the canvas. It
was as if he suddenly realized the painting was not finished. His movements, slow at first, gradually became
faster and more dance like as he flung black, white, and rust colored paint onto the canvas. He completely
forgot that Lee and I were there; he did not seem to hear the click of the camera shutter...My photography
session lasted as long as he kept painting, perhaps half an hour. In all that time, Pollock did not stop. How
could one keep up this level of activity? Finally, he said ‘This is it.’" Naturally, Jackson Pollock’s work
needs to be analyzed within its social and historical context, a context that involves debates over the merits
of abstract art and also critical paradigms over which kinds of art qualify as modernist. At the same time, the
art was influenced by Pollock’s upbringing and family situation, which were particularly significant in not
only shaping his desire to become an artist but also the hypermasculine persona he cultivated. Pollock was in
many respects a mysterious figure, both personally and professionally, and focusing on his private life is also
essential since it could not be extricated from his professional life; his artistic career and personal life
spiraled in tandem until ultimately resulting in his premature death in 1956 at the age of 44. Of course,
Jackson Pollock’s name has continued to surface in the art world over the past 60 years, both for the eye-
catching prices his work fetches and the many forgeries that have been executed. History’s Greatest Artists:
The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock looks at the personal background that led to him becoming an artist
and the cultural climate in which he rose to fame. Pollock’s formal technique and artistic legacy are also
analyzed, including his working methods and education. Along with pictures of important people, places,
and events, you will learn about Pollock like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

The book History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book History's
Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open
up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Chambers:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock
book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock content conveys objective
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of
Jackson Pollock is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sherry Ellis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock
giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Jennifer Wetzel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this History's Greatest Artists: The Life and
Legacy of Jackson Pollock publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation History's



Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Download and Read Online History's Greatest Artists: The Life and
Legacy of Jackson Pollock Charles River Editors #EZM4XURQ687



Read History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson
Pollock by Charles River Editors for online ebook

History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock by Charles River Editors Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock by
Charles River Editors books to read online.

Online History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock by Charles
River Editors ebook PDF download

History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock by Charles River Editors Doc

History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock by Charles River Editors Mobipocket

History's Greatest Artists: The Life and Legacy of Jackson Pollock by Charles River Editors EPub


