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As immediate and relevant as today's headlines, this book sets forth a bold argument with direct implications
for political life in America and around the world. Combining incisive cultural analysis and keen religious
insight, Robert Jewett and John Shelton Lawrence maintain that American crusading - so powerfully
embodied in popular entertainments - has striking parallels with Islamic jihad and Israeli militancy.
According to Jewett and Lawrence, American civil religion has both a humane, constitutional tradition and a
violent strand that is now coming to the fore. The crusade to rid the world of evil and "evildoers" derives
from the same biblical tradition of zealous warfare and nationalism that spawns Islamic and Israeli
radicalism. In America, where this tradition has been popularized by superheroic entertainments, the idea of
zealous war is infused with a distinctive sense of mission that draws on secular and religious images. These
crusading ideals are visible in such events as the settling of the western frontier, the World Wars, the Cold
War, the Gulf War, and America's present war on terrorism. In exploring the tradition of zealous nationalism,
which seeks to redeem the world by destroying enemies, the authors provide a fascinating access to the inner
workings of the American psyche. They analyze the phenomenon of zeal - the term itself is the biblical and
cultural counterpart of the Islamic concept of jihad - and address such consequential topics as the conspiracy
theory of evil, the problem of stereotyping enemies, the mystique of violence, the obsession with victory, and
the worship of national symbols such as flags. This critical book, however, is also immensely constructive.
As Jewett and Lawrence point out, the same biblical tradition that allows for crusading mentalities also
contains a critique of zealous warfare and a profound vision of impartial justice. This tradition of prophetic
realism derives from the humane side of the biblical heritage, and
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From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title [(Captain
America and the Crusade Against Evil: The Dilemma of Zealous Nationalism)] [Author: Robert Jewett]
published on (September, 2004) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled [(Captain America and the Crusade Against Evil: The Dilemma of Zealous
Nationalism)] [Author: Robert Jewett] published on (September, 2004)is the main one of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Jackie Peters:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be [(Captain America and the Crusade Against Evil: The
Dilemma of Zealous Nationalism)] [Author: Robert Jewett] published on (September, 2004) why because the
great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Ian Hall:

This [(Captain America and the Crusade Against Evil: The Dilemma of Zealous Nationalism)] [Author:
Robert Jewett] published on (September, 2004) is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
[(Captain America and the Crusade Against Evil: The Dilemma of Zealous Nationalism)] [Author: Robert
Jewett] published on (September, 2004) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right
but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt that?

Dianne Haire:

You may get this [(Captain America and the Crusade Against Evil: The Dilemma of Zealous Nationalism)]



[Author: Robert Jewett] published on (September, 2004) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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