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The first English translation of an eyewitness account of the Ottoman sieges of Shkodra (Albania) in 1474
and 1478-79, written by a besieged Shkodran citizen who fought in the battles and would later become a
priest in Italy. The book is considered both history and literature, written in classical Latin in 1504 for a
Western audience concerned about the advance of the Ottomans into the heart of Europe. It is considered by
scholars to be a seminal source of history providing significant details about the Balkans, the Ottoman
Empire, the Republic of Venice, the Albanians, Sultan Mehmed II "The Conqueror," religious conflict, late-
medieval siege tactics, and the development of weaponry. Though the account is history, it unfolds as a
gripping story with all the human drama and pathos that accompanies warfare. Inside are rousing speeches,
intense battle scenes, passionate prayers, and counsel for future generations. Barleti and his contemporaries
considered Shkodra to be the shield of Europe (indeed this was the final great battle before the Ottomans
attacked Otronto in 1480). Barleti's work comprises only 50% of the work, as this edition includes
supplemental material such as a foreword by Prof. David Abulafia, Prof. Aleks Buda's historical
introduction, "The War of Shkodra" ("Bellum Scodrense") by George Merula, a panegyric to the Venetian
Senate by Marin Beçikemi, passages from Ottoman chroniclers about the siege (A. Pashazade, Tursun,
Kivami, Idris-i Bidlisi, K. Pashazade), and new maps and historical commentary by translator-editor David
Hosaflook.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Carvajal:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Siege of Shkodra:
Albania's Courageous Stand Against Ottoman Conquest, 1478 is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Homer Smith:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Siege of Shkodra: Albania's
Courageous Stand Against Ottoman Conquest, 1478, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Laura McLaughlin:

The book untitled The Siege of Shkodra: Albania's Courageous Stand Against Ottoman Conquest, 1478
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice study.

Keith Kuhlman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Siege of Shkodra: Albania's Courageous
Stand Against Ottoman Conquest, 1478 can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have The Siege of Shkodra: Albania's Courageous Stand Against Ottoman Conquest, 1478.
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