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This monograph analyzes the effectiveness of operational campaign design during the initial US ground
combat in the Vietham War. The focus is on the linkage of national strategic ends with military means and
ways from the Spring of 1965 through the results of the la Drang battles of November 1965. The monograph
identifies lessons from this period that are applicable to current US Joint and Army doctrine as well as
lessons for planners and executors of US military action under the American system of civilian control of the
military.

First, the monograph evaluates current US doctrine for campaigns and identifies the concept of linkage of
national strategic ends with military ways and means as critical to successful campaign design. Then the
monograph assesses US military doctrine in 1965, identifying the weakness of unconventional warfare
capabilities. A detailed discussion of the concept of both limited war and gradualism as national strategies,
includes the limits on military action imposed by these strategies. Section |11 identifies specific military
objectivesidentified by the National Command Authority, including preventing the war in Vietnam from
escalating to a general war. The primacy of President Johnson’s domestic concernsis also identified.

The monograph then assesses the effectiveness of US military campaign planning and execution in 1965.
The conclusion is that the operational ways and means used by General Westmoreland in the conduct of his
chosen strategy of attrition were not linked in any way with the national strategic aim of limited warfare. The
monograph also identifies afailure in supervision by civilian leaders, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, of the
military planning and conduct of the air and ground campaign in South Vietnam. Too little supervision was
the cause of failure, not over supervision by the civilian and military |eadership.

The monograph concludes with an analysis of the lessons from 1965 that are appropriate for the post-Cold
War world. The most important lesson is the need for the military campaign planner to understand the
linkage between national strategic aim and military means and ways. The monograph recommends rewriting
FM 100-5 to include the doctrine and capability needed by US forcesto fight protracted wars. American
civilian leaders may commit American forcesinto a protracted war either through a clear strategic choice or
as aresult of restrictions on the use of force.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Hacker:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different type.
Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The la Drang Campaign 1965: A Successful Operational Campaign Or Mere
Tactica Failure?.

Benjamin Williams;

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The la Drang Campaign 1965: A Successful Operational
Campaign Or Mere Tactical Failure?. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Aslong
as we know about how is important some sort of book The la Drang Campaign 1965: A Successful
Operational Campaign Or Mere Tactical Failure?. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by just abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called
e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Herbert Knight:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The la Drang Campaign 1965: A
Successful Operational Campaign Or Mere Tactical Failure?iskind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Mary Adams;

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The la Drang Campaign 1965: A Successful Operational Campaign
Or Mere Tactical Failure? was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike currently, many waysto
get book you wanted.
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