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A Best Book of the Year: The Economist, Slate, Kirkus Reviews

In 1839, nearly 20,000 British troops poured through the mountain passes into Afghanistan and installed the
exiled Shah Shuja on the throne as their puppet. But after little more than two years, the Afghans exploded
into rebellion. The British were forced to retreat—and were then ambushed in the mountains by simply-
equipped Afghan tribesmen. Just one British man made it through. But Dalrymple takes us beyond the story
of this colonial humiliation and illuminates the key connections between then and now. Shah Shujaand
President Hamid Karzai share the same tribal heritage; the Shah’s principal opponents were the Ghilzai tribe,
who today make up the bulk of the Taliban's foot soldiers. Dalrymple explains the byzantine complexity of
Afghanistan’s age-old tribal rivalries, their stranglehold on palitics, and how they ensnared both the British
of the nineteenth century and NATO forces today. Rich with newly discovered primary sources, this
stunning narrative is the definitive account of the first battle for Afghanistan.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lafountain:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Return of aKing: The Battle for
Afghanistan, 1839-42 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Patrick Pierce:

This Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 are reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 can
be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just ssmple looking at food but feed you
actually with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
exercise. S0, let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Gerald Chisholm:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto study a book. When you read
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 will give you new experience in reading through a
book.

Christopher Bohner:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book but novel and Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42
or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Return of aKing: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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