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From the legendary poet Oisin to modernist masters like James Joyce, William Butler Yeats, and Samuel
Beckett, Ireland's literary tradition has made its mark on the Western canon. Despite its proud tradition, the
student who searches the shelves for works on Irish women's fiction is liabel to feel much as Virginia Woolf
did when she searched the British Museum for work on women by women. Critic Nuala O'Faolain, when
confronted with this disparity, suggested that "modern Irish literature is dominated by men so brilliant in
their misanthropy . . . [that] the self-respect of Irish women is radically and paradoxically checkmated by
respect for an Irish national achievement."

While Ann Owen Weekes does not argue with the first part of O'Faolain's assertion, she does with the
second. In Irish Women Writers: An Uncharted Tradition, she suggests that it is the critics rather than the
writers who have allowed themselves to be checkmated. Beginning with Maria Edgeworth's Castle Rackrent
(1800) and ending with Jennifer Johnston's The Railway Station (1980), she surveys the best of the Ireland's
female literature to show its artistic and historic significance and to demonstrate that it has its own themes
and traditions related to, yet separate from, that of male Irish writers.

Weekes examines the work of writers like E.OE. Sumerville and Martin Ross (pen names for cousins Edith
Somerville and Violet Martin), Elizabeth Bowen, Kate O'Brien, Mary Lavin, and Molly Keane, among
others. She teases out the themes that recur in these writers' works, including the link between domestic and
political violence and re-visioning of traditional stories, such as Julia O'Faolain's use of the Cuchulain and
Diarmuid and Grainne myths to reveal the negation of women's autonomy. In doing so, she demonstrates that
the literature of Anglo- and Gaelic-Irish women presents a unified tradition of subjects and techniques, a
unity that might become an optimistic model not only for Irish literature but also for Irish people.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Irish Women
Writers: An Uncharted Tradition? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Darlene Johnson:

Here thing why this specific Irish Women Writers: An Uncharted Tradition are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Irish Women Writers: An Uncharted Tradition giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that
similar with Irish Women Writers: An Uncharted Tradition. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Irish Women Writers: An Uncharted
Tradition in e-book can be your substitute.

Thomas Obrien:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually Irish Women Writers: An Uncharted Tradition.

Betty Williams:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Irish
Women Writers: An Uncharted Tradition provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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