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Ritual has long been a central concept in anthropological theories of religious transmission. Ritual,
Performance and the Senses offers a new understanding of how ritual enables religious representations –
ideas, beliefs, values – to be shared among participants.

Focusing on the body and the experiential nature of ritual, the book brings together insights from three
distinct areas of study: cognitive/neuroanthropology, performance studies and the anthropology of the
senses. Eight chapters by scholars from each of these sub-disciplines investigate different aspects of
embodied religious practice, ranging from philosophical discussions of belief to explorations of the
biological processes taking place in the brain itself. Case studies range from
miracles and visionary activity in Catholic Malta to meditative practices in theatrical performance and
include three pilgrimage sites: the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, the festival of Ramlila in
Ramnagar, India and the mountain shrine of the Lord of the Shiny Snow in Andean Peru.

Understanding ritual allows us to understand processes at the very centre of human social life and humanity
itself, making this an invaluable text for students and scholars in anthropology, cognitive science,
performance studies and religious studies.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Matias:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Ritual, Performance and the Senses (Sensory Studies Series). Try to the
actual book Ritual, Performance and the Senses (Sensory Studies Series) as your good friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Sharon Rowe:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Ritual, Performance and the Senses
(Sensory Studies Series) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Ritual, Performance and the
Senses (Sensory Studies Series) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that
can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Kristen Mazur:

Beside this Ritual, Performance and the Senses (Sensory Studies Series) in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Ritual, Performance and the Senses (Sensory Studies Series) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
and also read it from at this point!

Concepcion Bass:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Ritual, Performance and the Senses
(Sensory Studies Series) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Ritual, Performance and the Senses (Sensory Studies Series) to make your spare time



much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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