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In Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media D. N. Rodowick applies the concept of “the
figural” to avariety of philosophical and aesthetic issues. Inspired by the aesthetic philosophy of Jean-
Francois Lyotard, the figural defines a semiotic regime where the distinction between linguistic and plastic
representation breaks down. This opposition, which has been the philosophical foundation of aesthetics since
the eighteenth century, has been explicitly challenged by the new electronic, televisual, and digital media.
Rodowick—one of the foremost film theorists writing today—contemplates this challenge, describing and
critiquing the new regime of signs and new ways of thinking that such media have inaugurated.

To fully comprehend the emergence of the figural requires a genealogical critique of the aesthetic, Rodowick
claims. Seeking alliesin this effort to deconstruct the opposition of word and image and to create new
concepts for comprehending the figural, he journeys through a range of philosophical writings. Thierry
Kuntzel and Marie-Claire Ropars-Wuilleumier on film theory; Jacques Derrida on the deconstruction of the
aesthetic; Siegfried Kracauer and Walter Benjamin on the historical image as a utopian force in photography
and film; and Gilles Deleuze and Michel Foucault on the emergence of the figural as both a semiotic regime
and a new stratagem of power coincident with the appearance of digital phenomena and of societies of
control.

Scholars of philosophy, film theory, cultural criticism, new media, and art history will be interested in the
original and sophisticated insights found in this book.
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From reader reviews:
Cornel Warren:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhileis reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other ishigh. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Reading the Figural, or,
Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) book as nice and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Anna Snyder:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Reading the Figural, or,
Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) which is finding the e-book version. So,
why not try out this book? Let's find.

Alfred Greenwdll:

This Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by
anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So thereis no in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anindividual. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Charles Edwards:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. Within this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you actualy.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) when you needed it?
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