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Charles Albert Bender was one of baseball’s most talented pitchers. By the end of his major league career in
1925, he had accrued 212 wins and more than 1,700 strikeouts, and in 1953, he became the first American
Indian elected to baseball’s Hall of Fame. But as a high-profile Chippewa Indian in a bigoted society, Bender
knew firsthand the trauma of racism. In Money Pitcher: Chief Bender and the Tragedy of Indian
Assimilation, William C. Kashatus offers the first biography of this compelling and complex figure.

Bender’s career in baseball began on the sandlots of Pennsylvania’s Carlisle Indian Industrial School, where
he distinguished himself as a hard-throwing pitcher. Soon, in 1903, Philadelphia Athletics manager Connie
Mack signed Bender to his pitching staff, where he was a mainstay for more than a decade. Mack regarded
Bender as his “money pitcher”—the hurler he relied on whenever he needed a critical victory. But with
success came suffering. Spectators jeered Bender on the field and taunted him with war whoops. Newspapers
ridiculed him in their sports pages. His own teammates derisively referred to him as “Chief,” and Mack paid
him less than half the salary of other star pitchers.

This constant disrespect became a major factor in one of the most controversial episodes in the history of
baseball: the alleged corruption of the 1914 World Series. Despite being heavily favored going into the
Series against the Boston Braves, the A’s lost four straight games. Kashatus offers compelling evidence that
Bender intentionally compromised his performance in the Series as retribution for the poor treatment he
suffered.

Money Pitcher is not just another baseball book. It is a book about social justice and Native Americans’
tragic pursuit of the white American Dream at the expense of their own identity. Having arrived in the major
leagues only thirteen years after the Wounded Knee Massacre of 1890, Bender experienced the disastrous
effects of governmental assimilation policies designed to quash indigenous Indian culture. Yet his
remarkable athleticism and dignified behavior disproved popular notions of Native American inferiority and
opened the door to the majors for more than 120 Indians who played baseball during the first half of the
twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Serrano:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Money Pitcher: Chief Bender and the
Tragedy of Indian Assimilation (Keystone Books®) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal
book with you?

Elizabeth Ramsey:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Money Pitcher:
Chief Bender and the Tragedy of Indian Assimilation (Keystone Books®) suitable to you? The particular
book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Money Pitcher: Chief Bender and
the Tragedy of Indian Assimilation (Keystone Books®)is the main one of several books in which everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Todd Robinson:

The book Money Pitcher: Chief Bender and the Tragedy of Indian Assimilation (Keystone Books®) will
bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Money Pitcher: Chief Bender and
the Tragedy of Indian Assimilation (Keystone Books®) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Amy Parr:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Money Pitcher: Chief Bender and
the Tragedy of Indian Assimilation (Keystone Books®) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Money Pitcher: Chief Bender and
the Tragedy of Indian Assimilation (Keystone Books®) become your own starter.
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