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Awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1920, Knut Hamsun (1859–1952) was a towering figure of
Norwegian letters. He was also a Nazi sympathizer and supporter of the German occupation of Norway
during the Second World War. In 1943, Hamsun sent his Nobel medal to Third-Reich propaganda minister
Joseph Goebbels as a token of his admiration and authored a reverential obituary for Hitler in May 1945. For
decades, scholars have wrestled with the dichotomy between Hamsun’s merits as a writer and his infamous
ties to Nazism.

In her incisive study of Hamsun, Monika Zagar refuses to separate his political and cultural ideas from an
analysis of his highly regarded writing. Her analysis reveals the ways in which messages of racism and
sexism appear in plays, fiction, and none-too-subtle nonfiction produced by a prolific author over the course
of his long career. In the process, Zagar illuminates Norway’s changing social relations and long history of
interaction with other peoples.

Focusing on selected masterpieces as well as writings hitherto largely ignored, Zagar demonstrates that
Hamsun did not arrive at his notions of race and gender late in life. Rather, his ideas were rooted in a mindset
that idealized Norwegian rural life, embraced racial hierarchy, and tightly defined the acceptable notion of
women in society. Making the case that Hamsun’s support of Nazi political ideals was a natural outgrowth of
his reactionary aversion to modernity, Knut Hamsun serves as a corrective to scholarship treating Hamsun’s
Nazi ties as unpleasant but peripheral details in a life of literary achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Knut Hamsun: The Dark
Side of Literary Brilliance (New Directions in Scandinavian Studies) book as beginning and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Robert Olsen:

This Knut Hamsun: The Dark Side of Literary Brilliance (New Directions in Scandinavian Studies) are
usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Knut Hamsun: The Dark Side of Literary Brilliance (New Directions in Scandinavian Studies) can be on the
list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person
with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Knut Hamsun: The Dark Side of Literary Brilliance (New Directions in Scandinavian Studies) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Mary Clement:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Knut Hamsun: The Dark Side of Literary Brilliance (New Directions in Scandinavian
Studies), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a guide.

Amanda Garcia:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading



textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Knut Hamsun: The Dark Side of Literary Brilliance (New Directions in Scandinavian Studies).
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