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Ever since children have learned to read, there has been children’s literature. Children’s Literature charts the
makings of the Western literary imagination from Aesop’s fables to Mother Goose, from Alice's Adventures
in Wonderland to Peter Pan, from Where the Wild Things Are to Harry Potter.

The only single-volume work to capture the rich and diverse history of children’s literature in its full
panorama, this extraordinary book reveals why J. R. R. Tolkien, Dr. Seuss, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Beatrix
Potter, and many others, despite their divergent styles and subject matter, have all resonated with generations
of readers. Children’s Literature is an exhilarating quest across centuries, continents, and genres to discover
how, and why, we first fall in love with the written word.

“Lerer has accomplished something magical. Unlike the many handbooks to children’s literature that
synopsize, evaluate, or otherwise guide adults in the selection of materials for children, this work presents a
true critical history of the genre. . . . Scholarly, erudite, and all but exhaustive, it is also entertaining and
accessible. Lerer takes his subject seriously without making it dull.”—Library Journal (starred review)

“Lerer’s history reminds us of the wealth of literature written during the past 2,600 years. . . . With his vast
and multidimensional knowledge of literature, he underscores the vital role it plays in forming a child’s
imagination. We are made, he suggests, by the books we read.”—San Francisco Chronicle

“There are dazzling chapters on John Locke and Empire, and nonsense, and Darwin, but Lerer’s most
interesting chapter focuses on girls’ fiction. . . . A brilliant series of readings.”—Diane Purkiss, Times
Literary Supplement
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From reader reviews:

Barry Upshaw:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Children's Literature: A Reader's History, from Aesop to Harry Potter.
Try to make the book Children's Literature: A Reader's History, from Aesop to Harry Potter as your buddy. It
means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Edward Roth:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Children's Literature: A Reader's History, from Aesop to Harry Potter, you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading
a guide.

Theodore Mullis:

The reserve with title Children's Literature: A Reader's History, from Aesop to Harry Potter posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Carlos Mendoza:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Children's Literature: A Reader's History, from Aesop to Harry Potter can



make you truly feel more interested to read.
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