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In Binding Earth and Heaven, Gary Shepherd and Gordon Shepherd use early nineteenth-century
Mormonism as a case study to examine questions about how new religious movements may, as rare
exceptions, survive and even eventually become successful in spite of intense opposition. Initial scorn and
contempt for Mormonism—the fledgling creation of the young Joseph Smith—quickly elevated to mob
violence as both Smith’s innovative teachings and converted followers proliferated, resulting in the widely
held perception that the Mormons constituted a social menace. This book examines how Mormonism
attracted and maintained the loyalty of increasing numbers of people despite mounting hostilities and severe
hardships.

The book focuses on the unique Mormon ritual (and accompanying doctrinal underpinnings) of “patriarchal
blessings.” Patriarchal blessings were an innovative adaptation of the Old Testament practice of fathers
making quasi-legal pronouncements over the heads of their sons—a way of verbally conferring rights,
promises, admonition, and guidance to heirs. Binding Earth and Heaven shows how the organizational
complexities of this practice contributed to strengthening and sustaining member faith and fealty, thereby
bolstering the continuity and development of Mormonism.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

The book Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early
Mormonism can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the good thing like a book Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development of
Early Mormonism? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Binding
Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early Mormonism has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Heisler:

This Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early Mormonism
book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal
Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early Mormonism without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Binding Earth and
Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early Mormonism can bring whenever you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development
of Early Mormonism having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Fred Swett:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Binding Earth and Heaven: Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic
Development of Early Mormonism why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Elaine Jenkins:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,



think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Binding Earth and Heaven:
Patriarchal Blessings in the Prophetic Development of Early Mormonism which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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