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Rasselas and his companions escape the pleasures of the "happy valley" in order to make their "choice of
life." By witnessing the misfortunes and miseries of others they come to understand the nature of happiness,
and value it more highly. Their travels and enquiries raise important practical and philosophical questions
concerning many aspects of the human condition, including the business of a poet, the stability of reason, the
immortality of the soul, and how to find contentment. Johnson's adaptation of the popular oriental tale
displays his usual wit and perceptiveness; skeptical and probing, his tale nevertheless suggests that wisdom
and self-knowledge need not be entirely beyond reach. This sparkling new edition includes an authoritative
introduction by Thomas Keymer relating the story to Johnson's life, thought, and writings; the rise of the
novel genre; and the global context of the Seven Years War. Extensive annotations relate the novel to its
literary, philosophical, and political contexts.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Smith:

The actual book The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia (Oxford World's Classics) will bring you to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The History of Rasselas, Prince of
Abissinia (Oxford World's Classics) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

George Williams:

The book The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia (Oxford World's Classics) has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Andre Barrett:

Beside this The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia (Oxford World's Classics) in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia (Oxford World's Classics)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this
book in addition to read it from today!

Jennifer Evans:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia (Oxford World's Classics) can
make you experience more interested to read.
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