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In Selecting from my lager book, United States Colonies and Dependencies, sections for this smaller volume,
I have taken two of the best examples of our colonial rule, the Hawaiian Islands, in the Pacific, and Porto
Rico, in the Atlantic. One lies some 2,000 miles southwest of San Francisco, the other 1,400 miles southeast
of New York, and both are tropic, lying almost in the same degree of latitude. A line drawn east and west
through Hawaii and Porto Rico passes just north of the Panama Canal. This being so, the importance of these
islands as United States possessions becomes apparent at once, and information relative to them of value to
all.

Few of us have appreciated how favorably these islands are placed as United States naval bases, the one
facing Europe eastward from the Canal, the other facing the Orient westward from the Canal, each a great
natural outpost lying in the central ocean track of the world's future commerce. In the pages that follow the
reader will find an account of what we are doing in the way of making Pearl Harbor, in the Hawaiian Islands,
a naval base and military stronghold. But at Porto Rico, our main outpost in the south and east in the
direction of Europe, Asia, Africa and South America - so far as fortifications are concerned, we are "going
slow." It is my opinion that a naval base, fortified with guns of the largest caliber and longest possible range,
should be prepared in San Juan and other good harbors on the island, making an ocean stronghold from
which our lighting craft might operate, or in which they might find shelter, in case of war. For who knows
upon what day war may come? If we ever face the need, and have not prepared such a base, it will then be
too late.

Aside from the importance of these colonies as military outposts, their acquisition was a distinct addition to
the area and wealth of the United States.

About the Publisher

Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com

This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Wilson:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Hawaiian Islands and Porto Rico: Illustrated
(Classic Reprint) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with
you?

Alexandra Dickey:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Hawaiian Islands and Porto Rico:
Illustrated (Classic Reprint) as the daily resource information.

Donald Tuel:

Typically the book The Hawaiian Islands and Porto Rico: Illustrated (Classic Reprint) has a lot info on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Doug Martin:

The reason why? Because this The Hawaiian Islands and Porto Rico: Illustrated (Classic Reprint) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.
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