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On a horrific night in October 1975, Erwin Simants brutally murdered six members of the Henry Kellie
family in tiny Sutherland, Nebraska. Massive media attention to the grisly story soon spawned a historic
collision between two of the most cherished American constitutional protections—the First Amendment’s
guarantee of a free press and the Sixth Amendment’s guarantee of a criminal defendant’s right to a fair trial
before an impartial jury.Rights in the Balance is the story of the complex legal battles set in motion that
tragic night on the western Nebraska plains. In juxtaposition to the criminal prosecution of Erwin Simants,
Mark Scherer traces the Nebraska Press Association’s battle to overturn a gag order imposed on the media by
state court judges. Prohibited from publishing certain details about the crimes and the Simants prosecution,
the association set its own arduous legal course that would lead ultimately to the U.S. Supreme Court and the
landmark ruling issued in Nebraska Press Association v. Stuart. The decision, one of the most closely
followed in American constitutional history, remains one of the high court’s most significant statements and
controlling precedents on the troublesome and recurring conflict between the rights of free press and fair
trial.Balancing the nuances of myriad legal considerations against the very human dimensions of both the
constitutional litigations and the Simants prosecution, Scherer offers up a narrative accessible not only to
communications and legal specialists and scholars but also the interested general public.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

The experience that you get from Rights in the Balance: Free Press, Fair Trial, and Nebraska Press
Association v. Stuart (Plains Histories) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Rights in the Balance: Free Press, Fair Trial, and Nebraska Press Association v. Stuart (Plains Histories)
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular Rights in the Balance: Free Press, Fair Trial, and Nebraska Press Association v. Stuart (Plains
Histories) instantly.

Terry Pullen:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Rights in the Balance: Free Press, Fair Trial, and Nebraska Press Association v. Stuart (Plains
Histories), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Rodolfo Odum:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Rights in the Balance: Free Press, Fair Trial, and Nebraska Press Association v. Stuart (Plains
Histories) will give you new experience in reading a book.

Robert Marshall:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but



nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Rights in the Balance: Free Press, Fair Trial, and Nebraska Press
Association v. Stuart (Plains Histories) can make you experience more interested to read.
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