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While the short story has long been treated seriously by scholars in both Europe and America, in Africa the
genre has been all but ignored by critics. Despite its popularity on the continent, the African short story has
never been the subject of a thorough and systematic study. In this pioneering work, F. Odun Balogun offers a
two-part look at the genre, beginning with a general survey of African short stories and an approach for
textual analysis, and followed by a detailed exploration of the themes and artistic methods of two
representative writers. The book provides an extensive range of coverage, as well as theoretic perspectives
on the historical development of African prose, literature of the absurd, and other aspects of literary theory.

The work begins with a four-chapter section surveying theoretical aspects of the African short story. Chapter
one examines the critical scholarship, discusses the reasons for neglect and reaffirms the significance of the
African short story, while chapter two explores the major thematic preoccupations of the writers working in
the genre. Topics covered include art, religion, tradition and culture, urban life, colonial and post-colonial
reality, and apartheid. In chapter three, the African short story is judged against the exacting demands of the
genre, with particular emphasis on verbal discipline, imaginativeness, and linguistic experimentations.
Chapter four concludes the general survey with a discussion of irony, the most dominant element of style and
source of appeal. The book's second section offers detailed studies of the work of two writers: Chinua
Achebe, who typifies the traditional realistic mode, and Taban lo Liyong, a post-modernist experimentalist.
Each author's work is examined for general themes and artistic structures, and is followed by close
examinations of Achebe's Girls at War and The Madman and lo Liyong's Fixions and The Uniformed Man.
A brief summary chapter concludes the work. This important, first-of-its-kind study will be an indispensable
resource for courses in African literature, African prose fiction, and twentieth century short stories, as well as
a valuable addition to both public and academic libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Tradition and Modernity in the African Short Story: An
Introduction to a Literature in Search of Critics (Contributions in Political Science). You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Tradition and
Modernity in the African Short Story: An Introduction to a Literature in Search of Critics (Contributions in
Political Science). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Phillip Patten:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular Tradition and Modernity in the African Short Story: An Introduction to a Literature in Search of
Critics (Contributions in Political Science) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Jodi Dauphin:

This book untitled Tradition and Modernity in the African Short Story: An Introduction to a Literature in
Search of Critics (Contributions in Political Science) to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Maurice Henkel:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Tradition and Modernity in
the African Short Story: An Introduction to a Literature in Search of Critics (Contributions in Political
Science) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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