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In The Wedding Complex Elizabeth Freeman explores the significance of the wedding ceremony by asking
what the wedding becomes when you separate it from the idea of marriage. Freeman finds that weddings—as
performances, fantasies, and rituals of transformation—are sites for imagining and enacting forms of social
intimacy other than monogamous heterosexuality. Looking at the history of Anglo-American weddings and
their depictions in American literature and popular culture from the antebellum era to the present, she reveals
the cluster of queer desires at the heart of the "wedding complex"—longings not for marriage necessarily but
for public forms of attachment, ceremony, pageantry, and celebration.

Freeman draws on queer theory and social history to focus on a range of texts where weddings do not
necessarily lead to legal marriage but instead reflect yearnings for intimate arrangements other than long-
term, state-sanctioned, domestic couplehood. Beginning with a look at the debates over gay marriage, she
proceeds to consider literary works by Nathaniel Hawthorne, William Faulkner, Carson McCullers, Vladimir
Nabokov, and Edgar Allan Poe, along with such Hollywood films as Father of the Bride, The Graduate, and
The Godfather. She also discusses less well-known texts such as Su Friedrich’s experimental film First
Comes Love and the off-Broadway, interactive dinner play Tony ‘n’ Tina’s Wedding.

Offering bold new ways to imagine attachment and belonging, and the public performance and recognition
of social intimacy, The Wedding Complex is a major contribution to American studies, queer theory, and
cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

William Butcher:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Wedding Complex: Forms of Belonging
in Modern American Culture (Series Q) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Caleb Hutto:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Wedding Complex: Forms
of Belonging in Modern American Culture (Series Q) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Wedding Complex: Forms of
Belonging in Modern American Culture (Series Q) become your own personal starter.

Kimberly Johnson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended to you is The Wedding Complex: Forms of Belonging in Modern
American Culture (Series Q) this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book
ideal all of you.

Henry Rodriguez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Wedding Complex: Forms
of Belonging in Modern American Culture (Series Q) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.
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