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Throughout the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, illegitimate offspring of elite families in colonial
Spanish America appealed to the Council and Cámara of the Indies in Spain to purchase gracias al sacar
legitimations. Their applications provided intimate testimony concerning their own lives, accounts of their
parents' sexual relationships, and details regarding the impact of illegitimacy within their families and
communities. Bourbon officials in Spain debated which petitions merited approval, and in the process forged
policies concerning gender, sexuality, illegitimacy, and the family.

Scattered throughout the Archive of the Indies, the petitions were difficult to locate until the author
determined the pattern of how they were archived and was able to access this extraordinarily rich new source
for Spanish American social history. For this book, she has not only analyzed the gracias al sacar documents
of some 240 illegitimates, but also traced the histories of those involved in eighteen major archives in Spain,
the Caribbean, Mexico, and South America.

The collective biographies of the gracias al sacar parents, and of their illegitimate offspring—as infants,
children, and adults—reveal a Hispanic mentality that consciously differentiated between the public and
private spheres. Colonial elites distinguished between a private circle of family, kin, and intimate friends and
a public world where status (honor) was negotiated with outside peers. This bifurcation was distinct yet
permeable; an individual might "pass" to negotiate a public status different from a private reality. Thus, an
unwed mother might enjoy the public reputation that she was a virgin, the bastard son of a priest might be
treated as legitimate, and a mulatto could be transformed into someone white.

The author explores how the probability for passing varied throughout the Spanish Empire, and how it
narrowed as the eighteenth century drew to a close. She also demonstrates that the inability to conceptualize
passing beyond the scope of the individual exacerbated social tensions prior to independence.
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From reader reviews:

Lola Paolucci:

Public Lives, Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality, and Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Public Lives, Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality, and Illegitimacy in Colonial
Spanish America however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial considering.

James Donovan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Public Lives, Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality, and Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish
America offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Jerry Petrus:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Public Lives, Private Secrets: Gender,
Honor, Sexuality, and Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jeri McKeen:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking
at a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Public
Lives, Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality, and Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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