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Between the Great War and Pearl Harbor, conservative labor leaders declared themselves America's "first
line of defense" against Communism. In this surprising account, Jennifer Luff shows how the American
Federation of Labor fanned popular anticommunism but defended Communists' civil liberties in the
aftermath of the 1919 Red Scare. The AFL's "commonsense anticommunism," she argues, steered a middle
course between the American Legion and the ACLU, helping to check campaigns for federal sedition laws.
But in the 1930s, frustration with the New Deal
order led labor conservatives to redbait the Roosevelt administration and liberal unionists and abandon their
reluctant civil libertarianism for red scare politics. That frustration contributed to the legal architecture of
federal anticommunism that culminated with the McCarthyist fervor of the 1950s.
Relying on untapped archival sources, Luff reveals how labor conservatives and the emerging civil liberties
movement debated the proper role of the state in policing radicals and grappled with the challenges to the
existing political order posed by Communist organizers. Surprising conclusions about familiar figures, like J.
Edgar Hoover, and unfamiliar episodes, like a German plot to disrupt American munitions manufacture,
make Luff's story a fresh retelling of the interwar years.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Carvajal:

The event that you get from Commonsense Anticommunism: Labor and Civil Liberties between the World
Wars is a more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Commonsense Anticommunism: Labor and
Civil Liberties between the World Wars giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this Commonsense Anticommunism: Labor and Civil Liberties between the World Wars
instantly.

Eddie Horton:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Commonsense Anticommunism: Labor
and Civil Liberties between the World Wars as the daily resource information.

Janet Kline:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Commonsense Anticommunism: Labor and Civil Liberties between the World Wars
provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Nancy Chinn:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Commonsense Anticommunism:
Labor and Civil Liberties between the World Wars which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.
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