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Throughout history, thinkers from mathematicians to theol ogians have pondered the mysterious relationship
between numbers and the nature of reality. In this fascinating book, Mario Livio tells the tale of a number at
the heart of that mystery: phi, or 1.6180339887...This curious mathematical relationship, widely known as
"The Golden Ratio," was discovered by Euclid more than two thousand years ago because of its crucial role
in the construction of the pentagram, to which magical properties had been attributed. Since then it has
shown a propensity to appear in the most astonishing variety of places, from mollusk shells, sunflower
florets, and rose petals to the shape of the galaxy. Psychological studies have investigated whether the
Golden Ratio isthe most aesthetically pleasing proportion extant, and it has been asserted that the creators of
the Pyramids and the Parthenon employed it. It is believed to feature in works of art from Leonardo da
Vinci's Mona Lisa to Salvador Dali's The Sacrament of the Last Supper, and poets and composers have used
it in their works. It has even been found to be connected to the behavior of the stock market!

The Golden Ratio is a captivating journey through art and architecture, botany and biology, physics and
mathematics. It tells the human story of numerous phi-fixated individuals, including the followers of
Pythagoras who believed that this proportion revealed the hand of God; astronomer Johannes Kepler, who
saw phi asthe greatest treasure of geometry; such Renaissance thinkers as mathematician L eonardo
Fibonacci of Pisa; and such masters of the modern world as Goethe, Cezanne, Bartok, and physicist Roger
Penrose. Wherever his quest for the meaning of phi takes him, Mario Livio reveals the world as a place
where order, beauty, and eternal mystery will always coexist.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Willette Bickel:

The Golden Ratio: The Story of PHI, the World's Most Astonishing Number can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his’her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The Golden Ratio: The Story of PHI, the World's Most Astonishing Number nevertheless doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Edward Avelar:

This The Golden Ratio: The Story of PHI, the World's Most Astonishing Number is great guide for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. That book revedl it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentencesinside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Golden Ratio: The Story of PHI, the World's Most Astonishing Number in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous asingle. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So, thisis certainly
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Ann Lang:

Reading a book being new life stylein this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, dueto
the fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Golden Ratio: The Story of PHI, the World's Most Astonishing Number provide you with new experiencein
examining a book.

Grace Smith:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Golden Ratio: The Story of PHI, the
World's Most Astonishing Number or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case,



beside science e-book, any other book likes The Golden Ratio: The Story of PHI, the World's Most
Astonishing Number to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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