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In the late 1960s, African American protests and Black Power demonstrations in California’s Santa Clara
County—including what’s now called Silicon Valley—took many observers by surprise. After all, as far
back as the 1890s, the California constitution had legally abolished most forms of racial discrimination, and
subsequent legal reform had surely taken care of the rest. White Americans might even have wondered
where the black activists in the late sixties were coming from—because, beginning with the writings of
Fredrick Jackson Turner, the most influential histories of the American West simply left out African
Americans or, later, portrayed them as a passive and insignificant presence.

Uninvited Neighbors puts black people back into the picture and dispels cherished myths about California’s
racial history. Reaching from the Spanish era to the valley’s emergence as a center of the high-tech industry,
this is the first comprehensive history of the African American experience in the Santa Clara Valley.

Author Herbert G. Ruffin II’s study presents the black experience in a new way, with a focus on how, despite
their smaller numbers and obscure presence, African Americans in the South Bay forged communities that
had a regional and national impact disproportionate to their population. As the region industrialized and
spawned suburbs during and after World War II, its black citizens built institutions such as churches, social
clubs, and civil rights organizations and challenged socioeconomic restrictions. Ruffin explores the quest of
the area’s black people for the postwar American Dream. The book also addresses the scattering of the black
community during the region’s late yet rapid urban growth after 1950, which led to the creation of several
distinct black suburban communities clustered in metropolitan San Jose.

Ruffin treats people of color as agents of their own development and survival in a region that was always
multiracial and where slavery and Jim Crow did not predominate, but where the white embrace of racial
justice and equality was often insincere. The result offers a new view of the intersection of African American
history and the history of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Campbell:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Uninvited Neighbors: African
Americans in Silicon Valley, 1769-1990 (Race and Culture in the American West Series) to read.

Calvin Baker:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Uninvited Neighbors: African
Americans in Silicon Valley, 1769-1990 (Race and Culture in the American West Series) book since this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Elaine Davenport:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Uninvited Neighbors: African Americans in Silicon
Valley, 1769-1990 (Race and Culture in the American West Series) can be great book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Farah McCune:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Uninvited Neighbors: African Americans in
Silicon Valley, 1769-1990 (Race and Culture in the American West Series) or perhaps others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Uninvited
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to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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