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Buddenbrooks was Thomas Manns first novel, published in 1901 when he was twenty-six years old. The
publication of the 2nd edition in 1903 confirmed that Buddenbrooks was a major literary success in
Germany.

It portrays the downfall (already announced in the subtitle, Decline of a Family) of a wealthy mercantile
family of Lübeck over four generations. The book is generally understood as a portrait of the German
bourgeois society throughout several decades of the 19th century. The book displays Manns characteristic
detailed style, and it was this novel which won Mann the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1929, although
according to Manns wife this achievement would not have occurred without the publication of The Magic
Mountain.

Manns objective was to write a novel on the conflicts between businessman and artists worlds, presented as a
family saga, continuing in the realist tradition of 19th century works such as Stendhals Le Rouge et le noir
(1830; The Red and the Black). More personally, he wanted to surpass the literary status already achieved by
his eldest brother Heinrich Mann, who met relative success with the novel In einer Familie (1894, In a
Family), and who was working at that time on another novel about German bourgeois society, Im
Schlaraffenland (1900, In the Land of Cockaigne). It can be said that both of Thomas Manns objectives were
satisfied. The novel stands today as one of his most popular, especially in Germany, and is considered by
many to be the novel that best captures the 19th century German bourgeois atmosphere.

The exploration of decadence in the novel can be attributed to the profound influence of Arthur
Schopenhauer on Thomas Mann during his youth. The three generations of the family depicted in the book
experience a continuous economical, physical, and spiritual decline, with true happiness becoming
increasingly unavailable to all the members of the family.
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From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you get it
as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take Buddenbrooks - The Original Classic Edition as your daily resource information.

Cora Gallien:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Buddenbrooks - The Original Classic Edition, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Paul Howell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. Buddenbrooks - The Original Classic Edition can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Noel Klein:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Buddenbrooks - The Original Classic Edition can be
the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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