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One thousand years ago al-Muqaddasi, "the man from Jerusalem", wrote in Arabic an epic geographical
treatise, which is also a great work of literature. This treatise was based on some twenty years of experiences
undergone and observations noted in his survey of the realm of Islam, from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean.
Early in the second half of the nineteenth century the German orientalist, Aloys Sprenger, brought to the
attention of the West a manuscript of al-Muqaddasi's work. Sprenger's enthusiasm over the content of the
manuscript is reflected in his judgement that its author is the greatest geographer of all time; and this view is
shared by many scholars. The translation by Basil Anthony Collins published here is the first rendition into a
Western language of al-Muqaddasi's treatise. Al-Muqaddasi was born in the year 945 of the Common Era
(CE), which corresponds to the year 334 of the Islamic calendar (AH), and he died towards the close of the
millennium. Defining the area of his study as that where the presence of the religious and political
institutions of Islam dominated, he travelled throughout the regions observing, enquiring, researching,
corroborating, weighing and sifting evidence, taking notes and writing drafts. Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Ma'rifat
al-Aqalim, The Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions, was eventually published in 985CE/375AH,
and a revised edition was produced three years later.
 
Al-Muqaddasi attributes his motivation for travelling for twenty years, suffering hardships and writing about
his travels, to divine inspiration: the accomplishment would be pleasing to his Lord, and would give life to
his own memory. At the same time, the suggestion that he journeyed as an agent for the Fatimid regime in
Egypt cannot be dismissed. Whatever the reason for his travels, al-Muqaddasi shows himself to be a hardy,
intelligent, versatile, resourceful and well-informed man. He designed his book to appeal to a variety of
interests, and even to entertain. Yet, quite strikingly, his perspective on aspects of the geographical method
touches on concerns which have received greater attention only in more recent times. For example, his
ranking of settlements according to their functions is quite prescient, his use of maps in accord with modern
practice and his excursion into determinism based on toponymy is, to say the least, unusual. All in all, al-
Muqaddasi's work bespeaks an interested and interesting man, seeing his world through a frame of reference
derived from his deeply held religious belief, yet capable of making assessments with probity and common
sense, striving scrupulously to get at the truth of the matter as a true scientist.
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From reader reviews:

William Emmer:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions: Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-
Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization).

Barbara Tucker:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions:
Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Judi Orta:

The publication with title Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions: Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-
Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get
a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Willie Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Best Divisions for Knowledge of the
Regions: Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-Aqalim (Great Books of Islamic Civilization).
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