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This award-winning history was the first to provide a detailed and well-documented account of the first
organized Polish immigrant communities in America. Author T. Lindsay Baker, who conducted some of his
research while a Fulbright lecturer at the Technical University of Wrocaw, tells the story of the settlements
founded in Texas in the mid-1850s.

As residents of Upper Silesia, the ethnic Poles bound for Texas had long retained their own language and
adhered to their Catholic faith, despite being politically bound to the Kingdom of Prussia. As farmers and
peasants, they were part of a feudal society, but among those who had some status and capital, freedom was
possible through immigration.

Baker shows that the desire to immigrate to Texas reached a fever pitch in Upper Silesia in the 1850s.
Arriving on the coast at Indianola, Silesian immigrants moved inland and established the first settlement in
present-day Karnes County, naming it Panna Maria. There the Reverend Leopold Moczygemba led the
formation of St. Mary's, the first Polish Catholic church in the United States. Other settlements developed in
a swath of counties from Matagorda northwest to Bandera; the only settlements outside that area were in
Hidalgo County in the Rio Grande Valley and Carson County in the Panhandle.

The Civil War, some hostile nativist Americans, droughts, and other difficulties of frontier life did not lay
waste to the settlers' way of life. As Baker shows, the Silesian settlements of Texas had a far-reaching
impact. For example, Peter Kiobassa left Texas after the Civil War and settled in Chicago, where he helped
establish that city's first Polish Catholic community and then entered politics, becoming the first Polish-born
state legislator in America.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas. Try to make
book The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas as your friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Carol McElroy:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The First Polish
Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Lisa Potter:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The First Polish
Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas.

Joan Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The First Polish Americans: Silesian
Settlements in Texas.
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