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Where is China heading in the twenty-first century? Recent curtailments of liberty, such as the new
"cyberwall" prohibiting internet users from reaching pro-democracy websites, has dimmed the hopes of
many that China might be entering a new era of freedom on the heels of rapid economic expansion and
success. Will China's Communist Party be able to balance an economy which demands liberal reform with
their own hard-line approach to government control? Or will their new economy be their undoing, as its
demands on natural resources bring China to the brink of environmental disaster? In this highly readable
account, John Gittings sheds light on modern Chinese history as he answers these vital questions.
Gittings, the Guardian's China specialist and East Asia editor for twenty years, offers a fascinating glimpse
into Chinese history in the last half century. His narrative ranges from the early Peach-Blossom socialism, to
the Great Leap Forward, the two Cultural Revolutions, the Hundred Flowers, the Gang of Four, and the
Tiananmen Square massacre. Bringing his account to the present, Gittings concludes that environmental
degradation and rising pollution represent the most serious threats to the Chinese people today. He points out
that the nightmare scenario for China is not a collapse of the Party or of the banks, or another uprising by the
rural masses. It is that China will run out of water.
Based on three decades reporting on China, Gittings charts a complex but epic history of one of the world's
superpowers. His work will offer insights for readers with an interest in modern China, and students of
modern Chinese history and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Holt:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Changing Face of China: From Mao to
Market as your daily resource information.

Ella Woods:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled The Changing Face of China: From Mao to Market can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Pamela Bost:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Changing Face of China: From Mao to
Market can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than
the others?

Donna Canales:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Changing Face of China: From Mao to
Market was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Changing Face of
China: From Mao to Market has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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