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We live in the grip of a great illusion about politics, Pierre Manent argues in A World beyond Politics? It's
the illusion that we would be better off without politics--at least national politics, and perhaps all politics. It
is a fantasy that if democratic values could somehow detach themselves from their traditional national
context, we could enter a world of pure democracy, where human society would be ruled solely according to
law and morality. Borders would dissolve in unconditional internationalism and nations would collapse into
supranational organizations such as the European Union. Free of the limits and sins of politics, we could
finally attain the true life.

In contrast to these beliefs, which are especially widespread in Europe, Manent reasons that the political
order is the key to the human order. Human life, in order to have force and meaning, must be concentrated in
a particular political community, in which decisions are made through collective, creative debate. The best
such community for democratic life, he argues, is still the nation-state.

Following the example of nineteenth-century political philosophers such as Alexis de Tocqueville and John
Stuart Mill, Manent first describes a few essential features of democracy and the nation-state, and then shows
how these characteristics illuminate many aspects of our present political circumstances. He ends by arguing
that both democracy and the nation-state are under threat--from apolitical tendencies such as the cult of
international commerce and attempts to replace democratic decisions with judicial procedures.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

This A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the Nation-State (New French Thought Series) is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the Nation-State (New French
Thought Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Larry Hunter:

This A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the Nation-State (New French Thought Series) is fresh way for
you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this A World
beyond Politics?: A Defense of the Nation-State (New French Thought Series) can be the light food for you
because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Jessica Hurst:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the
Nation-State (New French Thought Series) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the
Nation-State (New French Thought Series) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

John Martindale:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known



as of book A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the Nation-State (New French Thought Series). You can
add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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