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could hardly dream of building a kind of Great Wall of France, which would in any case be far too costly.
Instead we have foreseen powerful but flexible means of organizing defense, based on the dual principle of
taking full advantage of the terrain and establishing a continuous line of fire everywhere.” – Andre Maginot
As the power of Nazi Germany grew alarmingly during the 1930s, the French sought means to defend their
territory against the rising menace of the Thousand-Year Reich. As architects of the most punitive measures
in the Treaty of Versailles following World War I, the French government made natural targets for Teutonic
retribution, so the Maginot Line, a series of interconnected strongpoints and fortifications running along
much of France's eastern border, helped allay French fears of invasion. The popular legend of the Maginot
Line portrays the frontier defenses as a useless “white elephant” project that was prompted by a gross
misapprehension of warfare's new realities in the mid-20th century and quickly overwhelmed by the forceful
advance of the German blitzkrieg. English idiom today invokes this vision of the Maginot Line as a
metaphor for any defensive measure strongly believed in but actually useless. Indeed, usages such as
“Maginot Line mentality,” describing an overly defensive, reactive mindset, perpetuate the legend. As a
French author and military liaison with the British, Andre Maurois, wrote about his disillusionment with the
defensive line he originally enthusiastically supported: “We know now that the Maginot line-complex was a
dangerous disease of the mind; but I publish this as it was written in January, 1940.” In reality, however, the
actual Maginot Line proved considerably more functional than memory has served. The true flaw in French
military strategy during the opening days of World War II lay not in reliance on the Maginot fortifications
but in the army's neglect to exploit the military opportunities the Line created. In other words, the border
defense performed as envisioned, but the other military arms supported it insufficiently to halt the Germans.
The French Army squandered the opportunity not because the Maginot Line existed but because they failed
to utilize their own defensive plan properly. Some French commentary contributed to the legend, but the
bloviating of politicians altered nothing regarding the Maginot Line's actual purpose or history: “General
Maurin, defended the status quo in these words: ‘[H]ow could one think that we are still thinking about an
offensive when we have spent billions to establish a fortified barrier? Would we be mad enough to advance
beyond this barrier to undertake some adventure?’ [...] but the Maginot Line had never been conceived as a
sort of Great Wall of China sealing France off from the outside world. Its purpose was to free manpower for
offensive operations elsewhere.” (Jackson, 2004, 27). In fact, a forgotten battle in the southeast of France,
where four French divisions (later reduced to three by the redeployment of one northwards in a futile effort
to stem the German tide) held off 32 Italian divisions thanks to the defensive power of the so-called “Little
Maginot Line of the Alps,” proved the soundness of both the concept and engineering. Though the Italians
suffered from poor equipment and the meddling incompetence of Mussolini's personal “leadership,” the
fighting on the Alpine front brilliantly highlighted the Maginot Line's success as a “force multiplier.” French
soldiers held off brave but futile Italian attacks at odds of 8:1 or 10:1 in favor of the Italians for five days
until an armistice with the Axis put an end to this undeniable display of the Maginot Line's effectiveness.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Lopez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Maginot Line: The
History of the Fortifications that Failed to Protect France from Nazi Germany During World War II? Maybe
it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Lanita Hill:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Maginot Line: The History of the Fortifications that Failed to Protect France
from Nazi Germany During World War II book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The Maginot Line: The History of the
Fortifications that Failed to Protect France from Nazi Germany During World War II content conveys
prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Maginot Line: The History of the Fortifications that
Failed to Protect France from Nazi Germany During World War II is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Stephanie Armstrong:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Maginot Line: The History of the Fortifications
that Failed to Protect France from Nazi Germany During World War II, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Donald Ventura:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book The Maginot Line: The History of the Fortifications that Failed to Protect France from Nazi
Germany During World War II we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become



creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The Maginot Line: The History of the
Fortifications that Failed to Protect France from Nazi Germany During World War II. You can more
attractive than now.
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